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ARMY SIGNAL CORPS—SUBVERSION AND ESPIONAGE 


(On March 1, 1954, Pvt. David LaPorte Linfield and Mr. Sidney 
Rubinstein testified in executive session during hearings held by the 
Senate Permanent Subcommittee on Investigations on Army Signal 
Corps—Subversion and Espionage. This testimony was made public 
on March 2, 1954, by members of the subcommittee and follows 
below.) 


MONDAY, MARCH 1, 1954 


Unirep STATES SENATE, 
PERMANENT SUBCOMMITTEE ON INVESTIGATIONS OF THE 
CoMMITTEE ON GOVERNMENT OPERATIONS, 
Washington, D. 


EXECUTIVE SESSION—CONFIDENTIAL 


The subcommittee met (pursuant to S. Res. 189, agreed to February 
2, 1954) at 10:30 a. m., room 357, Senate Office Building, Senator 
Joseph R. McCarthy, presiding. 

Present: Senator Joseph R. McCarthy, Republican, Wisconsin; 
Senator Karl E. Mundt, Republican, South Dakota; Senator Charles 
Kk. Potter, Republican, Michigan; Senator John L. McClellan, Demo- 
crat, Arkansas. 

Present also: Francis P. Carr, executive director; Roy M. Cohn, 
chief counsel; Robert F. Kennedy, chief counsel for the minority; 
Daniel G. Buckley, assistant counsel; Ruth Young Watt, chief clerk. 

Present also: Mr. John G. Adams, counsel, Department of Defense. 

Mr. Apams. I would like to say I will never be here other than as 
representative of the Secretary and the Army, and if an individual 
witness is defending actions of ‘the Army, I might sit with him. 


TESTIMONY OF PVT. DAVID LaPORTE LINFIELD, ACCOMPANIED 
BY MORTON FRIEDMAN, ATTORNEY AT LAW 


The CuHatrman. In the matter now in hearing do you solemnly 
swear that the testimony you are about to give will be the truth, the 
whole truth, and nothing but the truth, so help you God? 

L'rivate Linrtecp. I do. 

The Cuarrman. Will you state your full name? 

Private Linrretp. David Linfield. Senator, I would like to read a 
statement. I object to the jurisdiction of the committee 

The CHatrMan. First, may I say the last time you weré before this 
committee you were informed the rules of committee require that you 
must submit any statement 24 hours in advance. We will hear your 
statement this morning. However, in the future if you appear here 
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again, unless you submit any statement 24 hours in advance it will not 
be received. 

Mr. FrrepMan. He was not so informed the last time. 

The CuAtrman. Could we have counsel’s name and address for the 
record. 

Mr. Frrepman. Morton Friedman, 401 Broadway, New York City. 

Private Linrtetp. I object to the jurisdiction of the committee on 
these grounds: That the committee has no jurisdiction over the subject 
matter of the inquiry, and that there is no proper legislative purpose 
to this inquiry. 

The Cuarmman, Thank you. 

Mr. Coun. Mr. Linfield, are you in the Army? 

Private Linrretp. Yes, sir. 

Mr. Coun. You area private? 

Private Linrietp. Yes, sir. 

Mr. Coun. When were you inducted ? 

Private Linrievp. In April 1953. 

Mr. Conn. And are you a member of the Communist Party? 

Private Linrtexp. I decline to answer that on the basis of the fifth 
amendment. 

Mr. Conn. Are you engaged in espionage ? 

Private Linrteip. No. 

Mr. Coun. Now, where are you stationed at the present time? 

Private Linrretp. Right now I am in Fort Myer, but that is only 
on temporary duty. 

Mr. Coun. For how long a period of time have you been at Fort 
Myer? 

Private Linrtevp. I think I came there last Saturday. 

Mr. Conn. Where were you before that? 

Private Linrtetp. Fort Dix. 

Mr. Conn. Now, while at Fort Dix, did you attend Communist 
Party meetings? 

Private Linrie.p. I decline to answer that on the basis of the fifth 
amendment. 

Mr. Conn. Did you attempt to recruit other military personnel in 
the Communist Party? 

Private Linrtexp. I decline on the basis of the fifth amendment. 

Mr. Conn. Have you attended Communist Party meetings within 
the last week? 

Private Linrtexp. I decline to answer that on the basis of the fifth 
amendment. 

Mr. Conn. Have you attempted to recruit other military personnel 
in the last week? 

Private Linrretp. That is really an internal matter for the Army 
to consider, and I decline to answer on the basis of the fifth amend- 
ment. 

The Cuatrman. You say it is an internal matter for the Army, is 
that your answer? 

Private Linrtexp. I said two things, Senator. That is an internal 
matter for the Army to consider and I decline to answer on the basis 
of the fifth amendment. 

The Cuarrman. Is there anyone in the military you will give that 
information to! That is, whether or not you attempted to recruit mili- 
tary personnel for the Communist Party ? 
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Private Linrietp. I don’t understand the question, Senator. 

The CHatmrMan. You said it was an internal subject for the Army 
when we asked you whether or not you attempted to recruit other sol- 
diers. Is there : anyone in the Army—any private, general, or m: jor 
to whom you will give the information disclosing your activities in 
the Communist Party ? 

Private Linrre_p. One moment while I think about this Senator. 

Senator, it is not for me to know who the proper authority is who 
may properly ask me that question and I claim the fifth amendment 
on that question. 

The Cuatrman. Have you ever given anyone in the Army this par- 
ticular information? Is there anyone you can think of today you 
have given the information to? It is rather important information 
to know who in the military belongs to the Communist apparatus. 
The question is, will you give the information to the Army? You 
have stated you will not give it to this committee. 

Private Linrtexp. I believe that is the same question that you just 
asked me, Senator. I don’t see the difference. 

The Cuamman. What is your answer to it? I will rephrase it. 

Is there anyone in the military whom you are willing to give what- 
ever information you have about the Communist conspiracy ? 

Private Linrietp. Well, it is up to the military to ask me the ques- 
tions they desire to ask, and I decline to answer your question on the 
basis of the fifth amendment. 

Senator Porrer. Will you give it to G-2? 

Private Linriztp. As I say that would be—the question refers to an 
internal Army matter and the specific question I decline to answer on 
the basis of the fifth amendment. 

Senator Porrer. We have jurisdiction in this field. You are de- 
clining to answer us on that question but you are leaving doubt as to 
whether you would give that information to the Army. 

Now, we are asking you: Will you give information you have about 
the Communist conspiracy to G-2 of the Army? That is a question 
that you can answer “Yes’ or “No” or decline to answer. 

(Off-record discussion. ) 

Private Lixrtetp. Could you please repeat the last question ? 

Senator Porrrer. The question is: You stated you won’t give this 
committee—you are using the fifth amendment as a reason for not giv- 
ing information to this committee as to whether you recruited mili- 
tary personnel in the Communist Party, but you inferred by your 
answer you might give it tothe Army. You inferred you might give 
it to the military. My question to you is: Will you give that to the 
military, G-2? “That is the branch of the militar y service which has 
authority to inquire into this field. My question is: Will you give 
this information to the military ? 

Private Lryrievp. I haven’t said that I have such information and 
I decline to answer your question on the basis of the fifth amendment. 

The Cuatrman. Has anyone in the military asked you any ques- 
tions about alleged Communist activities on your part? 

Private Linrietp. That is an internal Army matter. 

The CHatrMan. You are ordered to answer the question. The ques- 
tion was merely whether some of the Army has asked you—— 

Private Linrretp. I decline to answer that on the basis of the fifth 


amendment. 
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The Cuarrman. Let the record show the Chair ordered the witness 
to answer the question and he still declined. 

Mr. Conn. Before you entered the Army, Private Linfield, did you 
ever work for the Federal Telecommunications Laboratories? — 

Private Linrieip. Yes, sir. 

Mr. Conn. Did you ever do any Government work ? 

Private Linrrevp. I decline to answer on the basis of the fifth 
amendment. 

Mr. Conn. You had a secret clearance ? 

Private Linriexp. I decline to answer on the basis of the fifth 
amendment. 

The Cuamman. I think the record discloses that he had a secret 
clearance at the Federal Telecommunications Laboratories from the 
Army Signal Corps. The secret clearance was effective in June of 
1952 and I don’t know how long thereafter. 

Is it your opinion that he can rightfully invoke the fifth amendment 
on this question, Counsel ? 

Mr. Conn. I don’t think he can. I think that is a matter of public 
record. 

Senator McCuietian. The Federal Telecommunications Labora- 
tories does Government work ? 

The CuatrmMan. The Federal Telecommunications Laboratories does 
classified work for the Government. 

Senator McCietian. Then that would be clearance for handling 
military secrets ? 

The CHatrMan. That is right. 

You are ordered to answer the question. 

Private LinrreLp. I continue to decline, Senator. 

one ‘HAIRMAN. Did you work on Army Signal Corps work when 

t Federal Telecommunications Laboratories ? 

Private Linrrecp. That is practically the same question and I de- 
eline on the basis of the fifth amendment. 

The CuatrmMan. You are ordered to answer. 

Private Linrietp. I decline on the basis of the fifth amendment. 

The Cuatmman. So the other members of the committee will know 
what the chairman has in mind, I take the position when the witness 
says he has never committed espionage he has waived any privilege 
as far as handling of secret material, and also, it is a matter of public 
record that he handled it. After he said he has not committed espio- 
nage, then he cannot invoke the fifth amendment as to any area of 
espionage—just so you will know why I am ordering him to answer 

Mr. Conn. When at Federal Telecommunication Laboratori ies, were 
you in a Communist cell with Harry Hyman ? 

Private Lryrievp. I decline to answer that on the basis of the fifth 
amendment. 

Mr. Conn. Did you know Harry Hyman was engaged in espionage ? 

Private LixrieLp. I have no knowledge of espionage agents or 
activities. 

Mr. Coun. Did you discuss the work you were doing at the Fed- 
eral Telecommunications Laboratories with Harr y Hyman? 

Private Lanrievp. I decline to answer on the basis of the fifth 
amendment. 

The CuarrmMan. You are ordered to answer the question. 
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Private Linrretp. I decline to answer the question on the basis of 
the fifth amendment. 

The Cuarrman. You say you never knew or had reason to believe 
Harry Hyman was engage din espionage ¢ 

Private Linrrevp. I said I have no knowledge of espionage agents 
or their activities. 

The CuairMan. Then you are ordered to answer the question. 

Private Lixrrecp. Would you please repeat the question, Senator. 

The Cuamman. Did you ever oe or have any reason to believe 
that Hyman was an espionage agent / 

Private Linrievp. I never had any reason to believe that anybody 
Was ever an espionage agent, and I decline to answer your question 
on the basis of the fifth amendment. 

The CHatrMan. You are ordered to answer it. 

Private LinFtexvp. I decline on the basis of the fifth amendment. 

Mr. Conn. Did you discuss your secret work with Harry Hyman ? 

Private Linrretp. I decline on the basis of the fifth amendment. 

The CHarrMAn. You are ordered to answer the question. 

Private Linrrevp. I decline, Senator. 

Mr. Coun. Did you ever discuss secret work at meetings of the 
Communist Party? 

Private Linrretp. I decline to answer on the basis of the fifth 
amendment. 

The CuHatrMan. You are ordered to answer. 

Private Linrrievp. I decline, Senator. 

The Cuarrman. A little louder, please. 

Private Linrtecp. I decline, Senator. 

The Cuarrman. Do you know anyone in the military now who is 
engaged in recruiting other military personnel into the Communist 
Party ? 

Private Linrretp. I decline to answer that on the basis of the fifth 
amendment. 

The CuatrMan. Do you believe in the principles of the Communist 
Party ? 

Private Linrtetp. I decline to answer that on the basis of the fifth 
amendment. 

The CuatrmMan. Did you know that the Communist Party is dedi- 
cated to the destruction of this Nation by force and violence? 

Private Linrietp. I don’t think, Senator, you should ask me ques- 
tions on beliefs or opinions and I decline to answer the question on the 
basis of the fifth amendment. 

The Cuarrman. I am not talking about beliefs or opinions. I am 
asking you as a fact whether it is known to you that the Communist 
Party is dedicated to the destruction of this Nation by force and 
violence ? 

Private Linrievp. I decline to answer on the basis of the fifth 
amendment. 

Senator Munpr. Mr. Chairman, let me inquire: You are a private 
in the United States Army? 

Private Linriecp. That is correct. 

Senator Munpr. Haven’t you ever been given any literature or in- 
doctrination courses or briefing lessons from the Army telling you that 
the Communist conspiracy is dedicated to the overthrow of this 
Government ? 

40558—54—pt. 9 —2 
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Private Linrreip. Could you put that question again, or 

Senator Munpr. Would the reporter read the question ? 

(The reporter read the question.) 

Private Linrie.p. I claim the fifth amendment on the question, 
Senator. 

Senator Dirksen. May I—— 

The CrarrMan. Just to have the record complete I would like to 
order the witness to answer Senator Mundt’s question as to whether he 
received certain material from the Army. It is the position of the 
chairman the witness cannot invoke the fifth amendment privilege on 
that question. 

You are ordered to answer the question and T assume you decline. 

Private Linrieip. That is right. 

Senator Dirksen. I was going to say for the benefit of the witness, 
we are asking for statements of fact and not for expressions of opinion 
or views. The question is simple. While you were in the Army did 
you receive any courses of any kind or any literature that teaches that 
the Communist philosophy is dedicated to the overthrow of this Gov- 
ernment by force and violence. If you did not, it is a statement of 
fact, not opinion. It seems to me, Linfield, that the line shouldn’t be 
drawn quite so finely. The question merits an answer. 

Private Linrrevp. The proper authority to ask on that would be the 
training officer or proper Army authority. 

Senator Munpr. The proper person to ask would be the person who 
received it. We don’t want to know whether they had the material 
available. Just about a week ago the Army was given the national 
award for their fine course of indoctrination. The course isn’t any 
good unless it gets down to the private. Iam asking you, did you get 
it. 

If you don’t want to answer and want to be in contempt of the com- 
mittee, itis up to you. It is a question of fact. 

Let the record show the witness consulted with his attorney. 

Private Lrnrievp. I received certain lectures or courses or talks with 
other military personnel on the question of communism or Russia—or 
along those lines. 

Senator Munpr. Did those courses or lectures on communism teach 
you that it was a conspiracy dedicated to world aggression and to over- 
throwing our way of life in this country ? 

(Witness consults with counsel.) 

Private Linrrevp. Senator, yes, in general along those lines. 

Senator Munpr. All right. You received those. Did you dis- 
believe them? You say now you don’t know whether communism is 
that or not. 

Private Linrretp. Could you repeat the questions? 

Senator Munpr. Did you disbelieve the lectures you got ? 

Private Lrnrtewp. I decline to answer that on the basis of the fifth 
amendment. 

Senator Munpr. I presume if you were a Communist and they gave 
you lectures on that subject, you would naturally rebel against them 
and reject them, or perhaps follow the Communist line and refuse 
to answer. Could you think of any reason why a good, loyal Ameri- 
can boy would refuse to answer whether or not he accepted or rejected 
the Army’s briefing on the subject? 
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Private Linrietp. Would you repeat the question, please ? 

Senator Munpr. Would the reporter read the question? 

(The reporter read the question.) 

Private Linriexp. I decline to answer that on the basis of the fifth 
amendment. 

Senator Dirxsen. Mr. Linfield, you testified just now you did 
receive literature, some lectures, that sort of thing along the general 
lines of the subject discussed here. You have received those? 

Private Linrievp. I testified I received literature or lectures or talks, 
some information, indoctrination along those lines. I wasn’t specific 
as to what that was. 

Senator Dirksen. If you listened to the lectures, I infer from your 
answer that means you doubtless are familiar with the general content 
of the lecture. You knew what it was about. If you sat in a class- 
room in the Army and heard a lecture along those general lines, you 
would know pretty well what the lecture was about 

Private Linriretp. I decline to answer that on the basis of the fifth 
amendment. 

The CHairman. You are ordered to answer the question. 

Senator Dirksen. You are surely not confessing to yourself or the 
committee that you sat in those lectures, lecture hall, and listened to 
the lecture on certain principles of government, forms of government, 
and not know what it is about. 

Mr. FriepMan. That is purely a legal thesis, and calls for operation 
of the witness’ mind, and is objectionable on that ground. 

Senator Dirksen. The witness testified he received some literature? 

Private Linrrevp. I did not so testify, sir. I said “literature or 
talks or briefings or something.” 

Senator Porrer. What did you receive? 

Senator Dirksen. Then you received some literature ? 

(Witness consults with counsel.) 

Senator Dirksen. That is purely a mechanical matter and doesn’t 
involve an opinion of the witness. You have to qualify the witness 
in this sense. The chairman hands me this. The question is: Did 
I read it? What I want to know, after he received the literature, 
did he read it? 

That is not a question of opinion. It is a question of fact. If you 
received lectures or literature, did you examine the literature? That 
you can answer “Yes” or “No.” 

Private Linertetp. Well, I testified, Senator, that I received litera- 
ture or lectures or talks. 

Senator Dirksen. Receiving literature is one thing. If you stuck 
it in your pocket and when you got over to the barracks you threw 
it in the wastebasket or put it in the stove—did you look at the litera- 
ture after you got it? That is not a matter of opinion. Did you or 
didn’t you ? 

(Witness consults with counsel.) 

Private Linrietp. Senator, I don’t remember receiving literature. 
I don’t remember receiving literature. 

Senator Porrer. Did you attend lectures? Did you receive a lecture 
on this subject? 

Private LinFretp. Lecture or talk; yes. 

Senator Porrer. You said lecture or talk? 
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Private Linrietp. Yes, I believe so, Senator. 

Senator Porrer. Then the question Senator Dirksen asked you was 
whether you listened to the lectures and you were able to comprehend 
what the lecturer was saying. 

Private Linrrevp. That I decline to answer on the basis of the fifth 
amendment. That, as my counsel said, is operation of the mind com- 
prehension. 

The CHatrMAN. Senator Dirksen, Senator McClellan, Senator Pot- 
ter, and Senator Mundt have asked a very pertinent question—why 
isn’t this an open session? I think it should be made public. 

(Off-record discussion. ) 

(The witness and his counsel left the room for the off-record dis- 
cussion. ) 

The Cuarrman. Private Linfield, vou have a brother, Jordan ¢ 

Private LinrieLtp. One moment, Senator, while I sit down and get 
ready. 

The CxarrMan. | beg your pardon. 

Private Linrietp. Could you wait ’til I sit down? O. K., Senator. 

The CuatrmMan. Now that you are sitting down—— 

Private Linriecp. Yes, Senator. 

The Cuarrman. Is your brother working on Government work? 

Private LinrteLp. I decline to answer on the basis of the fifth amend- 
ment, and you shouldn’t ask me questions about my family. 

The CuAtrMAn. Do you have a brother, Seymour? 

Private Linrrecp. I refuse to answer the questions on the basis of 
the fifth amendment. That is a family question. 

Senator Munpr. Do you have a brother, Seymour? 

Private Linriretp. Yes. I have a brother Seymour. 

The Cuatrman. Is your brother Seymour working for the Govern- 
ment ? 

Private Liyrretp. I decline to answer on the basis of the fifth 
amendment. 

The Cuarrman. Do you have a sister, Mrs. Allan Weingarten ? 

Private Linrretp. Yes, Senator. 

The CuHarrmMaAn. Does she work for the Government? 

Private LINFIELD. I decline on the basis of the fifth amendment. 

The Cuarrman. You are ordered to answer whether or not she 
is working for the Government. 

Private Linrrevp. I decline. 

The CHatrrmMan. Do you have a brother-in-law, Allan Weingarten ? 

Private Linrreip. That is also a family question. Yes. 

The CHarrMAn. Does he work for the Government ? 

Private Linrrecp. I decline to answer on the basis of the fifth 
amendment. 

The CratrMan. Did the personnel manager, Mr. Stohldrier, ask 
you whether you were a Communist before requesting a draft defer- 
ment for you? 

Private Linriecp. I decline on the basis of the fifth amendment. 

The CHARMAN. Just so you will not claim ignorance at some future 
legal proceeding, I am not asking you whether they are Communists. 
The question carries no implication that they are Communists. The 
answer carries no implication that they are Communists. The ques- 
tion was if Stohldrier asked you if you were a Communist before he 
requested a draft deferment for you? 
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Private Linrietp. I decline on the basis of the fifth amendment. 
Senator Dirksen. Did you ever request a draft deferment! 
Private LINFIELD. One moment, Senator. 

(Witness consults with counsel.) 

What was your question, Senator? 

Senator Dirksen. Did you ever request a deferment from selective 
service draft ? 

Private Linrie.tp. I decline to answer, Senator. 

The CrHatrMan, It is a question of fact, not a question of opinion. 
You will be ordered to answer. 

Does the witness refuse to answer whether or not he himself ever 
requested a deferment from selective-service draft / No opinion Is 
involved: it is a question of fact. 

Private Linrievp. I continue to decline on the basis of the fifth 
amendment. 

The CuatrmMan. Have the record show the witness was ordered to 
answer the question and still declined. 

Senator McCre tian. Let us ask it this way: Do you decline to 
answer the question after you have been ordered to answer that? You 
can answer that “Yes” or “No.” Did vou decline after— 

Private Linrievp. I continue to decline to answer the question. 

Mr. Kennepy. Did you ever do anything in violation of the laws of 
the United States while in the Army? 

Private Linrretp. Would you repeat that question ¢ 

Mr. Kennepy. Did you ever do anything in violation of the laws of 
the United States while you have been in the Army 6 

Private LINFIrep. I decline to answer that on the basis of the fifth 
amendment. 

Senator Dirksen. Mr. Linfield, what is your regular address? 
What do you call home? 

Private Linrtetp. You mean my civilian address ? 

Senator Dirrksen. Yes. 

Private Linrtetp. 1475 Townsend Avenue in the Bronx. 

Senator Dirksen. Does your brother Jordan have a middle name? 

Private Linrretp. Yes. 

Senator Dirksen. What is the full name of your brother, Jordan? 

Private Linrie.tp. Jordan LaPorte Linfield. 

Senator Dirksen. And does your brother Seymour have a middle 
name ¢ 

Private Livrretp. Yes, sir. 

Senator Dirksen. What is his full name? 

Private Linrretp. Seymour LaPorte Linfield. 

Senator Dirksen. Does your brother Jordan also live in New York? 

Private Linrizetp. I decline to answer that on the basis of the fifth 
amendment. 

Senator Dirksen. It is a question of fact. Either he does or he 
does not. 

Private LinFreLp. I decline to answer. 

Senator Dirksen. Does your brother Seymour live in New York? 

Private Linrrevp. I decline on the basis of the fifth amendment. 

Senator Dirksen. Do you know where Jordan lives? 

Private Linrtecp. I decline on the basis of the fifth amendment. 

The CuatrMan. You are ordered to answer the question. 
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Do you know where your brother Seymour lives? 

Private Linrretp. One moment, Senator. 

(Witness consults with counsel.) 

What was the last question ? 

The Cramman. Do you know where your brother Jordan lives? 

Private LrnFietp. I decline to answer on the basis of the fifth amend- 
ment. 

The CratrmMan. Do you know where your brother Seymour lives? 

Private Lrxrtexp. I decline to answer on the basis of the fifth amend- 
ment. 

The Cuatrman. Do you know where your sister, Mrs. Allan Wein- 
garten lives? 

Private Linrrevp. I decline to answer on the basis of the fifth amend- 
ment. 

Senator Dirksen. How old is your brother, Jordan Linfield? 

The Cuamman. Do you think this is funny ? 

Private Linrretp. No, sir. 

Senator Dirksen. It won’t be later. It is very serious. 

The Cnamman. Go ahead and laugh and smirk all you like. 

Senator Dirksen. These are not questions of opinion. They are 
questions of fact. 

Private Linrretp. What was the questions? 

Senator Dixsen. I asked you where your brother Jordan lives 
You declined to answer. Then I asked you how old Jordan is, if you 
know. 

Private Lrnrtevp. I may be off a little but I think he is 31' years old. 

Senator Dirksen. How old is your brother Seymour? 

Private Lrnrretp. I think he is 37 years old. I may be off a little. 

Senator Dirksen. How old is your sister, Mrs. Weingarten ? 

Private Linriexp. I think she is 22 years old. I may be off a year or 
2 years. 

Senator Dirksen. All right. It is not too material—just to estab- 
lish your two brothers and sister are not people of tender years. You 
are only 26 yourself ? 

Private Linrie.p. I am going on 26. 

Senator Dirksen. So your sister is younger and your two brothers 
are older than you. From that we have a right to infer, if there is 
something damaging in the record, they are at the age of discretion. It 
is presumed that at the age of 26, you know what you are doing. 

Senator Porrer. What is your present military assignment? 

Private Lrnrtetp. I am on temporary duty at Fort Myer. 

Senator Porrer. Do you have any knowledge of what duty you will 
be assigned to at Fort Dix? 

Private Linriztp. You mean when I return to Fort Dix? I was 
under orders, sir, to report to Camp Detrick, Md., next. 

Senator Porrer. What is your specialty with the Ar my—your MOS 

classification ? 

Private Linrretp. One moment, sir. 

(Witness consults with counsel.) 

Private Linriecp. I have a 1392 as my specialty. That is assistant 
mathematician and statistician. That is the title. 

Senator Porrer. Before you were assigned to temporary duty at 
Fort Myer, and before you were hospitalized, what was your military 
duty? 
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Private Linrieip. Before I was hospitalized, I was in training at 
Fort Dix, basic training; then I was hospitalized for 8 months; then 
I was returned to Fort Dix to finish basic training. After I finished 
basic training I was put on temporary duty at Fort Myer, Va., for the 
purpose of appearing before this committee. 

Senator Dirksen. Are you a graduate of City College, New York? 

Private LinrieLp. No, Senator. 

Senator Dirksen. Did you attend City College, New York City? 

Private Linrietp. You mean as a student, Senator ? ; 

The CHarrman. In any capacity ? 

Did you attend classes at City College, New York City? 

Private Linrrevp. As a student that means? 5 

One moment, please—I was never a student at City College, New 
York. 

Senator Dirksen. You say you were never a student. First, let’s 
go back a little. Did you graduate from high school ? 

Private Linrietp. Yes; I did. 

Senator Dirksen. What high school? 

Private Linrietp. Bronx High School. 

Senator Dirksen. Did you then attend some college? 

Private Linriretp. Yes; I did. 

Senator Dirksen. What college? 

Private Linrretp. New York University. 

Senator Dirksen. How long were you in New York University? 

Private Linrieip. I began—— 

Senator Dirksen. Just roughly. 

Private Linrietp. Well, I attended many years. I continued to 
take courses at New York University practically until the time I 
entered the Army. 

Senator Dirksen. Are you a graduate of New York University ? 

Private Linrretp. Yes. 

Senator Dirksen. What degree? 

Private Linrie.ip. Bachelor’s degree and master’s degree. 

Senator Dirksen. Now, what did you major in when you got your 
bachelor’s degree ? 

Private LinrieLp. I majored in mathematics. Now, I forget 
whether I also majored in English or minored in English. 

Senator Dirksen. That is how you became a very accomplished 
mathematician today. Is that correct? 

Private Linrietp. I hope so, Senator. 

Senator Dirksen. You said something about statistics? 

Private Linrietp. I studied some statistics, Senator. 

Senator Dirksen. At New York University ‘ 

Private Linrievp. Well, I don’t know whether I ever took a formal 
course. Yes, once I did take a course. I also studied on my own. 

Senator Dirksen. What was the subject matter of the thesis when 
you got your master’s degree? I assume you wrote a thesis. What 
was the subject ¢ 

Private Lixrietp. It was a mathematical subject. 

Senator Dirksen. It had a title, didn’t it ¢ 

Private Linrietp. You want that? 

Senator Dirksen. Yes. 
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Private Linrrecp. I believe this is the exact title: “History of 
Existence and Uniqueness of Theorems in Ordinary Differential Equa 
tions.” That was my master’s thesis when I got my master’s degree. 

Senator Dirksen. And it generally deals with what? 

Private Linrrecp. Well, it deals with a technical mathematical 
subject. 

Senator Dirksen. You would just say you wrote a history of the 
differences in existence and uniquenesses in existence today and you 
probably went back to Euclid to bring it up to date. 

Private Linrrecp. I am sorry, Senator. 

Senator Dirksen. It is not material. 

Private Linrrevp. It is a technical thing. I could explain it but 
it would take some time. 

Senator Dirksen. In all kindness, your answer to some very simple 
here we st ught only to vet the fac ts, not opinions, on the 
basis of your mental training that you have had, it would look rather 
strange. 

(Off the record discussion. ) 

Senator Munpr. I havea question for the witness. 

Mr. Linfield, at the time of your induction into the Army, did you 
take a loyalty oath ? 

Private Linrietp. That is an internal Army matter, Senator. That 
is between the Army and me. 

Senator Munpr. It is a question of fact. You can answer “yes” or 


“no. 


quest ions W 


Private Linrietp. One moment, Senator. 

(Witness consults with counsel. ) 

I claim the fifth amendment on that, Senator. 

The Carman. You are ordered to answer the question. 

Private Linrievp. I continue to claim the fifth amendment, Senator. 

Senator McCiettan. Are you willing to take a loyalty oath to your 
Crovernment now 4 

\re you willing to take an oath now that you are loyal to the United 
States Government 4 

Private LiInrietp. One moment. 

(Witness consults with counsel. ) 

Yes, senator. 

Senator McCietitan. You will take that oath now—that you are 
loyal tothe United States Government ¢ 

The CHarrMan. And to defend the Constitution of the United 
States against all enemies, foreign and domestic ? 

Private Linrieip. Yes, sir, Senator. 

Senator Porrer. And you will take an oath that you do not belong 
to an organization dedicated to the overthrow of our Government by 
force and violence / 

Private Linrieitp. Could you say that again, Senator ? 

Senator Porrer. Along with that loyalty oath would you state that 
you do not now belong to an organization that is dedicated to the over- 
throw of our Government by force and violence ? 

Private Linrretp. I decline to answer that. 

Senator Porrer. You stated that you were willing to take a loyalty 
oath at this time. In answer to Senator MecClellan’s question, you 
stated you would be willing to take a loyalty oath. Most loyalty 
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oaths I have seen ask the question, “Do you belong to any organiza- 
tion dedicated to the overthrow of our Government by force and vio- 
lence?” Qn the one hand you said you would be willing to take the 
oath, but you refused to answer the question whether you belong to any 
organization dedicated to the overthrow of our Government by force 
and violence. 

Private Linrtetp. Well, I stated I would be willing to uphold the 
Constitution and defend it against all enemies, domestic and foreign, 
and that is what I stated previously. 

The CuatrmMan. Would you defend it against Communist Russia? 

Private Linrreip. I would obey the orders of my commanding of- 
ficer. 

The Cuatrman. If the Communist Party were to order you to com- 
mit espionage or sabotage would you obey those orders? 

Private Linrtetp. I have never committed espionage or sabotage 
and I never will. 

The Cuarrman. The question is, If the Communist Party were to 
order you to commit espionage or sabotage, would you refuse to obey 
those orders? 

Private Linrrexp. I never will commit espionage or sabotage and I 
never have. 

The Cuamman. Please answer the question. 

Private Linrrexp. I believe I just answered your question, Senator. 

The Cuarrman. Will you answer the question? 

Private Linrrevp. I don’t understand, Senator. 

The CHarrman. I will make it very clear. Let me ask you this. 
Would you disobey an order from Communist Party ordering you to 
commit espionage or sabotage ? 

Private Linrtevp. I will obey all legal orders of my commanding 
officer and will obviously never commit espionage or sabotage. 

The CHarrman. I am going to insist that you answer the question 
whether or not you would disobey orders from the Communist Party 
if they told you to commit espionage or sabotage. Your answer might 
get you in difficulty with the Communist Party but I am going to order 
you to answer the question. 

Private Linrtevp. I have answered it three times. 

Senator McCietian. Answer “yes” or “no” without the qualifying 
remarks. Would you disobey? 

Private LinrieLp. I have never and will never commit espionage 
or sabotage. 

Senator Porrer. Even if the Communist Party ordered you to do 
so? 

Private Linrtreip. When I stated I will not ever commit espionage 
or sabotage, I meant that in the absolute sense and without any 
qualifications. 

Senator Porrer. If the Fascists ordered you to commit sabotage, 
would you do it? 

Private Linrretp. When I said I wouldn’t commit sabotage or 
espionage, I meant it without reservation. — 

Senator Porrer. Including the Communist Party ? 

Private Linrtetp. Yes, including anybody. 

Senator McCretian. Your answer is “Yes” you would disobey an 
order, is that correct, of the Communist Party to commit espionage 
or sabotage? Is your answer “Yes” or “No”? 

10558—54—pt. 9——-3 
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Private Linrietp. I would disobey anybody or any organization 
which told me to commit espionage and sabotage and report that fact 
to competent authority. 

Senator McCLetian. The answer is “Yes.” Why don’t you say yes? 
What are you hedging about ? ei 

Private Linrrecp. I am not hedging at all. 

Senator McCietian. I don’t see why you hesitated to say yes. that 
you would disobey such an order. 

( Witness consults with counsel), 

Private Linrietp. All right, Senator, the answer is “Yes.” 

Senator McCiettan. Why didn’t you make the statement right 
away W ithout reservation? You go all the way around 4 

Private Linrieutp. Yes, I would disobey. 

The Cuarrman. Have you ever received orders from the Com- 
munist Party ? , 

Private Linrriexp. I decline to answer that on the basis of the fifth 
amendment. 

The CuarrMan. Have you ever disobeyed any order from the Com 
munist Party ? 

Private Linrrevp. I decline to answer that on the basis of the fifth 
amendment. 

The Cuatrman. Now, you took the fifth amendment before us last 
December when in the military. Subsequent to the time you appeared 
before us and took the fifth amendment, were you questioned by any 
military authorities ¢ 

Private Linrietp. What is that question again ¢ I didn’t hear the 
question, Senator, 

Phe Cuamman. Were you questioned by any military authorities 
in reward to alleged Communist activities on your part after you ap- 
peared before our committee last December, at which time you took the 
fifth amendment / 

Private Linrtetp. That is an internal Army matter. 

The CHamrman. Answer the question. 

Private Linrietp. I decline on the basis of the fifth amendment. 

The CHAIRMAN. You are ordered to answer. 

(Witness consults with counsel.) 

Private Linrie.p. I continue to decline, sir. 

Mr. Kennepy. Did you attend any meetings at City College, New 
York ¢ 

Private Linrretp. What meetings ? 

Mr. Kennepy. Any kind of meetings at all? Have you ever been to 
City College of New York? 

Private Linrietp. I decline to answer on the basis of the fifth 
amendment. 

Mr. Kennepy. Did you ever attend meetings at City College, New 
York? 

Private Linrietp. I decline to answer on the basis of the fifth 
amendment. 

Mr. Kennepy. Did you ever take courses at City College, New 
York ? 

Private Livrrecp. To the best of my knowledge, no. 

Mr. Kennepy. Did you attend meetings at City College, New York, 
where courses were not given? 
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Private Linrieip. I don’t understand your question. 

Mr. Kennepy. Did you attend meetings at City College of New 
York where City College courses were not given / 

Private Lixrie.p. I decline on the basis of the fifth amendment. 

The Cuarrman. You are ordered to answer. 

Private Linrre.p. I decline on the basis of the fifth amendment. 

The Cuamman. You may step down. 

Mr. FrrepMan. Senator, may I ask whether the committee is plan 
ning to see this witness aon in the immediate future ? 

The Cuarrman. We don’t know. He will consider himself under 
subpena. Counsel will give you notice. 

Mr. Frrepmawn. It is al) right for me to return to New York! Will 
you want us tomorrow ¢ 

The Craiman. We will let you know. I can’t see any reason why 
we will want you in the foreseeable future. 


(( ff the rec rd cdiscussion. ) 
TESTIMONY OF SIDNEY RUBINSTEIN 


The Cruaraan. In the matter now in hearing, do vou solemnly 
swear that the testimony you are about to give W ill be the truth, the 
whole truth and nothing but the truth, SO help you God ? 

Mr. Rupinstrern. I do. 

The Cuammayn. Will you give us vour full name 

Mr. Ruprxstrinx. Sidney Rubinstein. 

The CHAIRMAN. You understand you are entitled to counsel and 
sufficient time to acquire counsel if you desire it 4 

Mr. Rt BINSTEIN. I don't feel 1 need one, si 

The Cuatrman. How long were you in the military / 

Mr. Rupinsrein. A year and 3 months, sir. 

The Cuatmman. When were you discharged ? 

Mr. Rusinstern. The 18th of February, this year. 

The Carman. What type of discharge did you receive? 

Mr. Rusrtnstetn. General discharge under honorable conditions. 

The CHarrmman. And the grounds for the discharge were what ? 

Mr. Rupinsrein. There was Army regulations, I think, Communist 
affiliations. I don’t have the number available. It was read to me. 

The Ciamman. Army regulations were read to you to the effect 
that if you had a Communist affiliation you would receive this type of 
discharge. 

Mr. Rupistrein. That is right, sir. 

The CHamman. So far as you know such a rule exists? 

Mr. RupinstFin. Yes, sir. 

The CHamman. You were discharged when ? 

Mr. Rueisrern. The 18th of February, this year. 

The Catan. When was the regulation read to you? 

Mr. Ruerstetn. It was read to me at the time I was getting my 
discharge. I requested them to read it. 

The CHarman. Who read it to you? 

Mr. Rupninstern. It was read to me by some lieutenant. I don’t 
know his name. 

The CHarrmMan. What camp? 

Mr. Rupinstrern. Fort Devens. 
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The Cuarmman. Had you refused to sign the loyalty oath? 

Mr. Rupinsrern. No, sir. I did not refuse to sign it. I couldn’t 
sign it. I signed a qualifying statement. I have a duplicate of it here 
in my pocket. May | —_ 

The CuarrmMan. Certainly. 

Mr. Rusinsrern. This type form has no relation to this. This is 
a form—the type I made a statement on—DD Form 98. Would you 
like to look at it, sir? 

The Cuarrman. What type of statement did you make on this form ¢ 

Mr. Rupinsrewn. This particular form was a request for a duplica- 
tion of the first one made and because I didn’t have a form available, 
I was unwilling to answer that particular one they have there. Because 
I didn’t have the form, I had to request constitutional privilege; 
merely because I didn’t have the form available. 

Senator Porrer. Constitutional privil ve to what? 

The Cuatrman. Let me ask you this? Are you a member of the 
Communist Party ! 

Mr. Ruprysrern. No,sir. Iam not. 

The Cuatrman. Have you ever belonged to the Communist Party? 

Mr. Rupinsrein. Yes. 

The Cuarrman. When did you drop out? 

Mr. Ruprnsrer. I dropped out in late 1947. 

The Cuatrrman. And if you are not, would you be willing to give 
Army Intelligence or the FBI any information which you might have 
about people who were Communists at the time you were ? 

Mr. Ruprnstrern. Yes, sir; I would. I would be willing to co- 
operate. 

The CuatrMan. You haven’t up to this time? 

Mr. Rupinsrern. I have given the Army the information they re- 
quested from me on the questionnaire. 

The Cuarrman. You will be willing to go down to the FBI and 
talk to them ? 

Mr. Rupinstrern. Yes, sir. 

Senator Munpr. Let me find out. Are you now or have you ever 
been a member of the Communist Party ? 

Mr. Rupinstern. I have been, sir. 

Senator Munpr. Are you now 

Mr. Rusinstern. No,sir. I haven’t been for 6 years. 

Senator Munpr. Were you a member and broke with the party ? 

Mr. Ruptnsrern. Yes, sir. 

Senator Dirksen. What were the mechanics for your getting out? 

Mr. Rupwinste1n. I just walked out. 

Senator Dirksen. Did the Army know that you had been ? 

Mr. Rusrinstern. That particular form the Senator is looking at 
now in his hand had the loyalty oath on it to sign. I could not sign 
it because of constitutional falsification. 

Senator Dirksen. You were given a form of this type and you made 
a complete statement ? 

Mr. Ruprystern. This was the only one I had available to make a 
complete statement on explaining when I was a teen- ager I was asso- 
ciated with Communists and Communist-front organizations and 
listed those organizations and other information requested of me. 
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Senator Dirksen. At the time you were recruited into the Army 
were you a Communist ? 

Mr. Ruprinster. No, sir. 

Senator Dirksen. Why would you be precluded from signing a 
loyalty oath if you were a Communist when a teen-ager ? 

‘Mr. Rustnstern. The loyalty oath was whether you had ever be- 
longed to any of these organizations and signing it without making 
any statements qualifying it would constitute a falsification. 

Senator Dirksen. You were perfectly willing to sign a loyalty oath 
in the present terms? 

Mr. Ruersrern. Not only willing but I requested it of the Army. 

Senator Dirksen. You wished to bring it to the attention of the 
Army ? 

Mr. Ruprnster. Yes. 

The Cuamrman. Mr. Adams, here we have a young man who had 
broken with the party and was willing to sign any oath in regard 
to present-day loyalty. He was given a discharge other than honorable 
and Major Peress was given an honorable disc harge. Another private 
who is clearly a Communist is still in the service. The Army discharge 
procedure in loyalty cases lacks consistency. 

Mr. Apams. I think the witness said “General discharge under hon- 
orable conditions.” 

Mr. Rusinstern. That is right. General discharge under honorable 
conditions. 

The CuatrMan. That is not a straight honorable discharge? 

Mr. Rupinstern. No, sir. 

The CuarrMan. Let us have the record clear. Major Peress received 
an honorable discharge. This man received something less. 

Mr. Apams. The type of discharge open to officers is different from 
the type open to enlisted men. In the case of an officer, he is entitled 
to either an honorable discharge, discharge under other than honorable 
circumstances, or dishonorable discharge. An enlisted man is entitled 
to an honorable discharge. The second type is general discharge under 
honorable conditions, and then three—the others I won’t attempt to 
name them. 

The Cuatrman. It appears to me, John—Why didn’t this young 
man receive an honorable discharge? I might ask why was he dis- 
charged? He seems to be completely frank and honest and is willing 
to talk to the committee. He is willing to talk to the intelligence 
agents. 

Senator Porrrr. Apparently when he went in he didn’t try to hide 
the fact that he had been a member of the Communist Party. The 
reason he failed to sign the loyalty oath is that he would have to falsify 
the document. 

Senator Dimxksen. What was written on the discharge when you 
were separated from the service? There are remarks there usually. 
On the discharge there is a specific reason. 

Mr. Rusrnstetn. If you are interested, I have the discharge and 
form 214 and a copy of the orders requesting my discharge? 

Senator Dirksen. Does it give the reason ? 

Mr. Rusinstern. That doesn’t come on the discharge. It comes on 
form 214. 

Senator Dirxsen. What does that say ? 
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Mr. Ruprnstrern (reading). 

No time lost under section 6a, appendix 2b MCM 1951. Personnel grade, pri- 
vate—2, 17 March 1953. Aptitude area 1126. Blood type A. Authority: Letter 
file. ACPO-XD 201. TAGO, Washington, D. C., dated January 27, 1954 

Senator McCietian. Were you recently discharged / 

Mr. Rupinstrein. Yes, sir. 

Senator McCieLLan. How long were you in service / 

Mr. Ruprnsrery. For a year and 3 months. 

Senator McCrietian. When you were discharged were you dis- 
charged because of the fact that you had been a Communist ? 

Mr. Rupernstrern. I euess so. I euess it was considered affiliation. 
I don’t know exactly what regulation. 

Senator McCiettan. You were not due to 
oon ¢ You didn’t serve the reoular time? 

Mr. Rupsinsrer. No, I was not ready for discharge. 

Senator McCietnan. There was a special order dischargin 

Mr. Ruptnsrern. Yes. 

The Cuarrman. They read to him the section of the regulations 
providing for his discharge because of affiliation with the Communist 
Party. 

Senator Munpr. What were the circumstances under which this 
thing came up? You were running along as an ordinary GI and 
something happened ? 

Mr. Ruprysretn. Well, I was at Camp Kilmer where I made the 
statement. I was sent down to Fort Dix to the Infantry. Irom the 
Infantry I was sent to Fort Banks, Antiaireraft Artillery. When 
I was sent to the antiaircraft site, the lieutenant who interviewed me 
asked me if I attended college. I was then put on the range section, 
which is radar, M-33 radar set. I worked on that for a period of 
5D or 6 months. I was doing communuieations work and one of the 
officers at the AAOC, Antiaircraft Operations Command, was satis- 
fied—more than satisfied with the work I was doing and requested 
me to be transferred to the headquarters battery to work on another 
type of radar. In order to get on that set, this is all my point of 
view, you had to be cleared for secret. You had to be cleared for 
secret to work on this type of radar. They tried to clear me for secret 
and it was immediately stopped. The Army refused to clear me. 
\t that point the officer that had ordered me down, ordered me to 
headquarters battery, and they put me on a truck, which they con- 
sidered wasn’t too strategie a job—driving a truck around. That is 
what I was doing. 

Senator Munpr. You haven't been associated with Communist 
fronts in the last couple of years ? 

Mr. Ruprnstern. No, sir. 

Mr. Conn. Since 1947? 

Mr. Ruprysrern. I was working for the Progressive Party. 

Mr. Conn. When did you break completely ? 

Mr. Rupinsrern. 1948. Right after the 1948 election. 

Mr. Coun. The last 5 or 6 years you were out and have had nothing 
to do with them. ; 

The CuatrmMan. Nevertheless, vou were discharged under this regu- 
lation for Communist afliliation ? 

Mr. Rupinstern. Yes. 


et a discharge that 


ao 


vou? 


ao 
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The CratrmMan. Do I understand that you are willing to talk to 
the FBI, Military Intelligence or a hearing by this subcommittee to 
disclose the information that you have in your possession concern 
ing the Communist Party and its activities, and you will testify to 
the proper authorities in that regard ? 

Mr. Ruptnsrein. Yes, sir. 

Senator Munpr. What are you doing now? 

Mr. Ruptnstein. I am unemployed now. 

(Whereupon, the hearing adjourned.) 
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FRIDAY, MARCH 5, 1954 


Untrep STATES SENATE, 
PERMANENT SUBCOMMITTEE ON INVESTIGATIONS 
OF THE COMMITTEE ON GOVERNMENT OPERATIONS, 
Washington, D.C. 

The subcommittee met at 10:30 a. m., pursuant to notice, in room 
357, Senate Office Building, Senator Joseph R. McCarthy (chairman) 
presiding. 

Present: Senator Joseph R. McCarthy, Republican, Wisconsin; 
Senator Henry M. Jackson, Democrat, Washington. 

Present also: Roy M. Cohn, chief counsel; Francis P. Carr, execu- 
tive director; Daniel G. Buckley, assistant counsel; Robert Francis 
Kennedy, counsel to minority ; James Juliana, investigator ; ; and Ruth 
Y. Watt, chief clerk. 

The CHatrmMan. The committee will come to order. 

Who is your first witness, Mr. Counsel ? 

Mr. Conn. Mr. Peter Gragis. 

The CuatrmMan. Will you stand and be sworn? 

In this matter now in hearing before the committee, do you solemnly 
swear the testimony you will give is the truth, the whole truth, and 
nothing but the truth, so help you God? 

Mr. Gr AGIs. Yes, sir. 

The Cratrman. I first want to apologize to you, Mr. Gragis, for 
having to hold you over an extra day. The testimony took longer 
yesterday than we expected. I w ant to thank you very much for 
staying over to testify. 


TESTIMONY OF PETER A. GRAGIS 


Mr. Conn. May we get your full name, please? 

Mr. Graats. Peter A. Gr Gis. 

Mr. Coun. That is G-r-a-g-i-s? 

Mr. Graats. Yes, sir. 

Mr. Coun. And you come from New York; is that right? 

Mr. Graats. Levittown, Long Island, N. Y. 

Mr. Coun. Where were you born? 

Mr. Gracts. Great Neck, Long Island, N. Y. 

Mr. Conn. Where did you receive your education ? 

Mr. Graats. Great Neck Arrandale Grammar School, Great Neck 
High School, New York University, University of Kentucky, and 
some other courses. 

Mr. Conn. Did you take courses in architecture? 

Mr. Graais. Yes. 
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Mr. Coun. Is that your specialty ¢ 

Mr. Gracis. Architecture; art was my specialty for a good number 
of years. 

Mr. Conn. Have you held employment in various defense plants 
and war plants in the country ? 

Mr. Graais. Yes, sir. 

Mr. Coun. What are some of them ? 

Mr. Graais. I started in 1936, and worked in Ford Instrument Co. 
in Long Island City, N. Y., which company manufactured range- 
finders for battleships. 

Mr. Coun. You say you worked at Ford Instrument Co. and they 
were making rangefinders; is that right ? 

Mr. Graais. Yes, sir. 

Mr. Conn. What other defense plants did you work at besides 
Ford? 

Mr. Graais. De Laval Separator Works up in Poughkeepsie. 

Mr. Coun. How do ia spell that ? 

Mr. Graais. D-e L-a-v-a-] Separator Works, Poughkeepsie. 

Mr. Coun. What did you produce up there 4 

Mr. Graais. It is an old concern originally manufacturing mechan- 
ical milk separators, and _ they turned to electrical milk sepa- 
rators. With the appearance for the need of equipment for the serv- 
ices, DeLaval received some subcontracts to do work for the forces 
consisting mainly of fire cutoffs and limit stops for the flying 
fortresses. 

Mr. Coun. From De Laval where did you go? 

Mr. Graais. I thought I was going to be inducted into the services, 
so I resigned and came to New York. However, when I found that 
I was re jected, I looked around in the vicinity of New York City for 
employment, and the first job I got I do believe was Kollsman Instru- 
ment Co. 

Mr. Coun. Kollsman, K-o-]-l-s-m-a-n ? 

Mr. Graais. That is right, sir. 

Mr. Coun. What did you serve as with Kollsman ? 

Mr. Graais. As research assistant to Dr. Paul G. Weiler. 

Mr. Coun. What were they working on there? 

Mr. Gracis. Where I was working was at 65th Street, Woodside, 
separate from the factory, which was in Elmhurst. We were doing 
essentially research, gathering data on flow meters and solving prob- 
lems for the Kollsman Instrument Co. at Elmhurst. 

Mr. Coun. Where did you go from Kollsman ? 

Mr. Graais. I went to work for Simmonds Aerocessories. 

Mr. Coun. That is S-i-m-m-o-n-d-s? 

Mr. Gracis. Yes; Aerocessories. 

Mr. Coun. In Long Island? 

Mr. Graats. Long Island City. 

Mr. Coun. What kind of work were they doing there? 

Mr. Graais. Hydraulic accumulators, push- pull controls, hydraulic 
metering valves, aircraft pressure control and power boosters—what 
do you call them ? 

, Mr. Coun. I think we have the general trend of what you were 
aomng. 


Mr. Graats. Yes. 
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Mr. Coun. Did you subsequently go to work for the Federal Tele 
communications Laboratories in Huntle ry, N. J.? 

Mr. Graais. Yes, but before I went to work there, I went to work for 
Bulova Watch Co. 

Mr. Coun. I assume you did not do sensitive work at Bulova; is that 
right, or did you ¢ 

Mr. Gracis. We were at that time trying to design something which 
would have meant a contract to Bulova. However, although we did 
design the instrument, our efforts to get the bid were not successful. 
Some other company got it. 

Mr. Conn. Was that a Government job? 

Mr. Gracts. It would have been a Government job. 

Mr. Conn. From Bulova, did you go to Federal Telecommunications 
Laboratories ? 

Mr. Graais. Yes, I did. 

Mr. Conn. Did you go there in 1945? 

Mr. Graais. Yes, Mr. Cohn, I did. 

Mr. Conn. Then you stayed there from 1945 until when? 

Mr. Graars. Until I was separated, which was early in 1950. 

Mr. Conn. From 1945 until early in 19504 

Mr. Graais. Yes. 

Mr. Coun. Have you ever been a member of the Communist Party ? 

Mr. Gracis. I regret to say, Mr. Cohn, that I made the mistake of 
joining the party quite a number of years ago. 

Mr. Conn. When did you first join the Communist Party? 

Mr. Graats. It was in 1934 or 1935. 

Mr. Coun. I would like to make this clear. You are not today a 
Communist; is that right? 

Mr. Graais. I have not been a member for a number of years now. 

Mr. Conn. Did you break with the party completely in the year 
1951 ? 

Mr. Graais. That is right. 

Mr. Conn. And from 1951 to this time you have not been a member 
of the Communist Party, and you have not been connected with the 
Communist movement; is that right ? 

Mr. Graais. That is correct. 

The CuHarrMan. So the record will be clear, Mr. Cohn, this young 
man h: as been comple tely cooperative with the committee, and has given 
the committee and the FBI a great deal of valuable information. 

Mr. Conn. Mr. Gragis, you say you joined the party around 1934 
or 1935. Can you tell us this: Did you read any works at that time 
which influenced you to join the party, any particular writings / 

Mr. Gracis. Yes, I did. There were the petitions that were being 
ywrepared by Herndon, the Scottsboro boys, and articles from the 
Vorker which were brought to my attention. Then copies of the 
Manifesto, Das Kapital, dialectical materialism, and typical Com- 
munist propaganda. 

Mr. Coun. Mr. Chairman, the witness has supplied the committee 
with the entire picture of his activities in the party. A good number 
of names are involved, and with your permission this morning we 
are going to refer only to the names of people who have already been 
named before the committee and had an opportunity to testify, or 
witnesses whom we have been able to produce before the committee 








378 ARMY SIGNAL CORPS—SUBVERSION AND ESPIONAGE 


this morning, so they will have an opportunity to be heard as to the 
accuracy of Mr. Gragis’ statements concerning them. The other 
names with your permission will not be given at this time, but will be 
held until we can have the people named in executive session first. 

The CuarMan. Very good. 

Mr. Coun. By the way, while you were at Ford, you were a member 
of the Communist cell, is that correct ? 

Mr. Graais. Yes, I was. 

Mr. Coun. I do not want to go into the names on that, Mr. Chair- 
man. 

When you were working at DeLaval Separator Works in Pough- 
keepsie, were you put in contact with the Communist Party up there? 

Mr. Graais. Not a company cell, so-called, but in a neighborhood 
party unit. 

Mr. Coun. Were you introduced to a professor at Vassar College 
who was a Communist Party member? 

Mr. Gracis. Yes, I was. 

Mr. Coun. We have that name, Mr. Chairman, and we will not bring 
it out, because we have not been able to contact the person. 

The CuatrmMan. Have you a subpena out for him? 

Mr. Coun. Yes, we do. 

Now I want to get to the direct purpose of the hearing this morn- 
ing, and that is your membership in the party while you were work- 
ing at the Federal Telecommunications Laborator y where you worked 
from 1945 to 1950. We have had before the committee a man named 
Harry Hyman who has invoked the fifth amendment as to Commu- 
nist and conspiracy to commit espionage activities. I want to ask you 
this. Did you know Harry Hyman to be a member of the Commu- 
nist Party at Federal Telecommunications Laboratory ? 

Mr. Graats. Yes, I did. 

Mr. Coun. Was Hyman an active member of the party? 

Mr. Graais. Extremely active. 

Mr. Conn. Would you describe for the committee some of the Com- 
munist activities which took place at the Federal Telecommunica- 
tions Laboratories when you were a member of the party there? 

Mr. Gracis. I think he more than any individual established the 
cell, in Federal Telecommunications Laboratories. He not only did 
work of that nature, but he also was elected to the leadership of the 
union which he mainly organized in the company. First, the shop 
and maintenance, then the guards and then directed the organizing of 
the rest of the company, the engineers, the draftsmen, and the clerks. 

The Cuarrman. May I interrupt you, Mr. Cohn. I have already 
referred the Hym: an case to the Justice Department for prosecution 
under the Smith Act. Therefore, I think all the testimony that is 
taken from time to time in regard to Hyman should be immediately 
trans! nitted to Justice. 

Mr. Conn. Very well, Mr. Chairman. 

Did you attend cell meetings of the Communist Party while em- 
ploved at Federal Telecommunications Laboratory ? 

Mr. Graats. Yes, I did. 

Mr. Conn. Was Hyman present at any of these cell meetings? 

Mr. Graais. Not at every one, but he was present at many of them. 
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Mr. Conn. Was the Daily Worker in evidence at these cell meet- 
ing or at the time of your employment at the Federal Telecommunica- 
tions Laboratory ? 

Mr. Graats. The Daily Worker was brought into the cell and Hy- 
man never did conceal the fact that he always carried several copies 
in his briefcase with him, which he would read anywhere at any time. 

Mr. Coun. Did you pay dues to the Communist Party during this 
period ? 

Mr. Graais. Yes, I did. 

Mr. Coun. Did you have any Communist schooling during that 
period ? 

Mr. Gracts. If we did not, we would not have been a Communist 
cell. Yes, we did. We would have regular periods at which time 
we would discuss the basic propaganda, leaflet, booklet, magazine. 

Mr. Conn. In addition to that, did the party ever send you to Jef- 
ferson School to study ? 

Mr. Gracts. It seemed it was part of the policy of the party in the 
area at that time to insist that all cells send some representatives to 
the so-called Thomas Jefferson School, which was on the East Side of 
New York. 

Mr. Conn. And you were sent to that school ? 

Mr. Gragts. No one else seemed to want to go. I thought there 
were some courses that I would at that time care to take, so I volun- 
teered to go. 

Mr. Conn. Mr. Chairman, with reference to the Jefferson School 
teachings, once again there are names involved of people we have not 
talked to, so I would ask that I be permitted not to elicit evidence on 
that score. 

The CHatrMAn. Very well. 

Mr. Coun. Getting back to the instruction you received at the cell 
meetings while you were employed at Federal Telecommunications 
Laboratories, did you come across a man by the name of Frank McGee? 

Mr. Graats. Yes, I did. 

Mr. Conn. Was he a member of the Communist Party ? 

Mr. Graats. Yes, he was. 

Mr. Conn. Was he working at the Federal Telecommunications 
Laboratory ? 

Mr. Graats. Yes, he was. 

Mr. Conn. What was the nature of McGee’s activities in the Com- 
munist cell? 

Mr. Gragis. Somewhat similar to Harry Hyman’s, but he was also 
the cell educator. He would propose and lead in the education and 
discussion of Communist literature. 

Mr. Coun. Did he ever teach from State and Revolution, by Lenin ? 

Mr. Graats. Yes, I think he enjoyed very much reading State and 
Revolution himself, and he seemed to like reading it over a period of 
several months in our cell. 

The Cuarrman. Is Mr. McGee here? 

Mr. Graats. I don’t know. 

The Cuatrman. I am just inquiring. Mr. Frank McGee. Will you 
look at this man and see if this is the man you knew? 

Mr. Graais. Yes, Senator; that is Mr. McGee. 

Senator Jackson. Have you ever worked for the Federal Govern- 
ment $ 
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Mr. Graais. No, I never have; sir. 

Senator Jackson. You worked on contracts for a private company. 
I mean you worked for private companies that had contracts with the 
Military Establishment ? 

Mr. Graats. That is right, 

Senator Jackson. Did you ever work on any class.fied material ? 

Mr. Graars. I will tell you most of the vears—I went back from 
xround 1936 up until the time of my separation. My observation was 
that many of the companies were rather careless in calling our atten- 
tion to what was restricted, secret, classified. or otherwise confidential. 
Over this period of time I did not see too much of that work. 

Senator Jackson. Let me ask you this. 

Mr. Graats. I know the work was Government work and extremely 
important. 

Senator Jackson. First you worked for the Ford Co. in 1936 and 


1937 ? 


Mr. Graais. Yes, and 1938 

Senator Jackson. And for some other companies ¢ 

Mr. Graais. Yes. 

Senator JAcKson. You Say that these companies that were engaged 
n defense work were careless in handling their security ? 

Mr. Graats. I thought they were. I can see it now. I would not 
perhaps have realized it then, but I would say that they were, as I look 
back at it now, benefiting from hindsight. 

Senator Jackson. At the Federal Telecommunications Laboratory 
where you were employed from 1945 to 1950, did you work on classi- 
fied material 2 

Mr. Graqts. There I would say what I said just a minute ago ap- 
plied. I would say there should have been more care in indicating 
classified, restricted, secret material. Actually, just before I was 
eparated, they were setting up one department, and it was pretty 
well being public ized at that time that it was secret, and no one was 

suppose “l to goin there. 

Senator Jackson. I mean did you work on any classified material ? 

Mr. Gragis. Well, all Government contracts were somewhat classi- 
fied. If you ask, sir—I mean to say most of the documents I saw were 
not stamped “secret,” “confidential,” “restricted.” or othe rwise. 

Senator Jackson. Did you work on anything marked “restricted, 
‘secret,’ “confidential,” “top secret” ¢ 

Mr. Gracis. I must have worked on classified material. 

Se nator Jackson. Do you recall whether you worked on anything 
marked “restricted.” “confidential.” “secret.” § ‘top secret”? 

Mr. Graais. I do. I will tell you where; for instance, it was known 
that the work being done was extremely secret. During the period 
of time when I was on loan from FTL to FTR and worked on the 
mark V project at Hazeltine Electronics. 

Senator Jackson. To get back to the question—— 

Mr. Graais. That was secret. It was top secret. 

Senator Jackson. Were the papers that you dealt with marked as 
such ? 

Mr. Graais. The admission into it was very carefully looked into 
by guards. We were told it was secret. We had to have cards that 
we could not carry any documents except in our own personal port- 


folios. 
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The Cuarrman. May I say for the benefit of Senator Jackson the 
company records that will be put in evidence will show that this young 
man did have access to classified material up to and including secret. 

Senator Jackson. That is what I am trying to get from him. 

The Cuatrman. Restricted, confidential, and secret. 

Senator Jackson. Let me ask you this: Do you recall whether the 
company through the Military Establishment made any attempt to 
get clearance for you? Were you investigated ? 

Mr. Graais. I would imagine so, sir. I understood although I don’t 
know how true this is, I thought that the work on the mark V project 
at Hazeltine Electronics you had to have special clearance over and 
above ordinary clearance. 

Senator Jackson. You do not know from your own knowledge 
whether you were investigated for clearance / 

Mr. GRAGIS. Of course, 1 had heard at different times from different 
friends of mine down in Kentucky or acquaintances who were ap- 
proached by the Federal Bureau of Investigation or others, and I knew 
[ was being investigated. 

Senator Jackson. Did you fill out a PSQ? 

Mr. Graacis. Yes, I did. That was, I believe, in 1947. 

Senator Jackson. You filled that out / 

Mr. Graais. Yes, L did. 

Senator Jackson. In that questionnaire, were you asked whether 
you were a member of the Communist Party or advocated the over- 
throw of the Government by force and violence, the usual questions? 

Mr. Graats. There is a little history on even those PSQ’s. I think 
there were two types of PSQ’s. One was where the question was, were 
you a member of the Communist Party and believed in revolutionary 
overthrow of the Government, and there was another type of PSQ 
which did not ask that question, but which asked, do you believe in 
violent overthrow of the Government, or something like that. 

Senator Jackson. Which one did you fill out ? 

Mr. Graais. The latter. I felt that was not perjuring myself at the 
time when I filled it out. It asked to what organizations do you be 
long. 

Senator Jackson. What did you fill out in answer to that question ? 

Mr. Graais. I left the Communist Party out because I felt it was 
a political organization. 

Senator Jackson. But it asked what organization. Do you not 
think there is probably a little perjury there? 

Mr. Graais. At the time I would have thought no, but I would cer 
tainly recognize it as such, today, sir. 

Senator Jackson. You do not recall whether you did work on any 
documents or material marked and stamped “classified” which would 
include restricted, confidential, secret, top secret ¢ 

Mr. Graats. I have seen the documents. 

Senator Jackson. You have? 

Mr. Graais. Yes, but working day to day you do not see it coming 
in. 

Senator Jackson. You had access to it ? 

Mr. Graais. Yes, I believe I had access to it. 

Senator Jackson. What was your mission as a member of the Com- 
munist cell in the Federal Telecommunications Laboratory ? 
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Mr. Gracts. My mission, if you wish to use the word, was to use 
the best of my abilities, my talents, toward completing the organiza- 
tion of the draftsmen, the designers, and the clerical unit of the com- 
pany and then to accept leadership in that union. 

The Cuarrman. May I interrupt you to say this. I have been fol- 
lowing the rule, especially when we have had a one-man committee, 
of allowing anyone who has been named as a Communist to immedi- 
ately come forward and testify. The witness has named Mr. McGee. 
I would like to have him step aside, and have Mr. McGee tell whether 
or not it is true whether he is a Communist or not. This witness will 
be called back. 

Senator Jackson. Just so I can talk to him. I have no objection 
to following that procedure. 

The Cuarrman. I would like to follow the rule of anyone being 
named a Communist to come forward immediately. 

Will you step aside, and Mr. McGee, will you come forward? 

Raise your right hand. In this matter now in hearing before this 
committee, do you solemnly swear to tell the truth, the whole truth, 
and nothing but the truth, so help you God ? 


TESTIMONY OF FRANK MASON McGEE, MONROE, LA., ACCOM- 
PANIED BY VICTOR ROBINOWITZ, ATTORNEY AT LAW, NEW 
YORK, N. Y. 


Mr. McGee. I do. 

The CuarrmMan. Will counsel identify himself? 

Mr. Rostnowirz. Victor Robinowitz, New York City. 

Mr. Conn. Mr. McGee, is your full name Frank McGee? 

Mr. McGer. You mean any middle name? 

Mr. Conn. You are Frank McGee? 

Mr. McGee. That is correct. 

Mr. Conn. Where do you reside now? 

Mr. McGee. Monroe, La. 

Mr. Coun. And you worked at the Federal Telecommunications 
Laboratories ? 

Mr. McGre. I have. 

Mr. Conn. During what period of time? 

Mr. McGer. About 314 years. 

Mr. Conn. From 1947 to 1950? 

Mr. McGer. No, it was prior to 1947. 

Mr. Coun. Pardon me? 

Mr. McGee. I don’t recall the exact date offhand. 

Mr. Conn. That is all right. We do not need the exact date. 

Mr. McGer. It was 31% years prior to 1947. 

Mr. Coun. Did you leave there in 1950? 

Mr. McGee. No, sir. 

Mr. Conn. When did you leave there? 

Mr. McGee. The best of my recollection is that I left there about 
July 1947. 

Mr. Coun. You worked there prior to 1947? 

Mr. McGee. Yes, sir. 

Mr. Coun. From 1944 to 1947, or something like that? 

Mr. McGer. Something like that. 
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Mr. Conn. What have you done since you left the telecommunica- 
tions plant? 

Mr. McGer. I have taught television, primarily. 

Mr. Coun. While you were at the Telecommunications Laboratory, 
were you educational director of a Communist Party cell operating 
within the laboratory ? 

Mr. McGee. I refuse to answer that question 

Mr. Coun. On what grounds? 

Mr. McGer. On the grounds of the fifth amendment to the Consti- 
tution. 

Mr. Coun. On the ground that the answer might tend to incrimi- 
nate you under the fifth amendment ? 

Mr. McGee. Yes. 

Mr. Coun. You heard the testimony of Mr. Gragis here this morn- 
ing. Was that testimony insofar as it related to you, namely, that 
you were a member of this Communist cell, that you were educational 
direc ‘tor of the cell, and that you ti aught to the employes of the Fed- 
eral Telecommunications Laboratory who belong to that cell from 
State and Revolution? Was that testimony true? 

Mr. McGer. I refuse to answer that question on the same—— 

The CHarrMAN. You will have to state the ground. 

Mr. McGer. I refuse to answer the question under the protection of 
the fifth amendment to the Constitution. 

The Cuatrman. On the ground you might tend to incriminate 
yourself ¢ 

Mr. McGer. Yes. 

Mr. Conn. Have you ever worked in any defense plant other than 
Federal! Telecommunications Laboratory ¢ 

Mr. McGer. I believe for a short period of time I worked at Kolls- 
man Instrument Division of the Square-D Co. I think Mr. Gragis 
identified it. 

Mr. Coun. Of what division ? 

Mr. McGer. Square-D Co. It is the Kollsman Instrument of the 
Square-D Corp. or company, or some such name. 

Mr. Conn. At that time were you a member of the Communist 
Party ? 

Mr. McGer. I refuse to answer that question. 

Mr. Coun. Have you taught at any college or university at any 
time ? 

Mr. McGer. Yes, sir. 

Mr. Coun. Where? 

Mr. McGuer. University of Kentucky, Moorehead State Teachers 
College. 

Mr. Conn. And while you were teaching at those colleges, were you 
a member of the Communist Party ? 

Mr. McGer. I refuse to answer that question. 

The CHarrMan. You will have to state the grounds. 

Mr. McGer. The same grounds as before. 

The CHatrMan. You will have to state the ground each time. 

Mr. McGee. The fifth amendment tothe Constitution. 

The CuatrMan. You will have to state the grounds and give us that 
part of the fifth amendment which permits a witness to refuse if he 
feels his answer might tend to incriminate him. 

Mr. McGer. Yes. 
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The CuatrmMan. You will have to state it each time you refuse. 

Mr. McGer. Yes, sir. 

The Crarmman. Is that the part of the fifth amendment on which 
you rely ? 

Mr. McGer. Yes, sir. 

The Cuarrman. When did you teach, Mr. McGee? 

Mr. McGee. Iam sorry, I didn’t hear the question. 

The Cuatrrman. When were you last teaching school ? 

Mr. McGer. You mean in college ? 

The Cuatrman. Any school. 

Mr. McGee. I taught up until about last May or June. 

The CrarrmMan. Last May or June? 

Mr. McGer. Yes. 

The CuarrMan. Were you a member of the Communist Party then ? 

Mr. McGer. I refuse to answer that question on the same grounds, 
sir. 

Mr. Rostnowirz. Senator, you asked that the light be turned off. 
Can you enforce your directions ? 

The CHatrrman. The witness will not have the light turned on him, 
gentlemen. Hehasasked that it not be turned on him. 

The Cuatrman. What school were you teaching in? 

Mr. McGer. Pierce School of Radio and Television. 

The CuatrmMan. Pierce School of Radio and Television ? 

Mr. McGee. Yes. 

The Caatrrman. Where was that? 

Mr. McGer. 52 East 19th Street, New York City. 

The Cuatrman. Does that school have any Government contracts of 
any kind ? 

Mr. McGer. Well, they have a lot of veteran students. I suppose 
they have some kind of a Government contract. 

The CuatrmMan. They receive money from the Government ? 

Mr. McGer. Yes, sir. 

The Cuarrman. Were you a Communist when you were teaching 
there ? 

Mr. McGer. I refuse to answer that under the fifth amendment. 

The Cuatrrman. Are youa Communist as of this moment ? 

Mr. McGer. I refuse to answer that under the fifth amendment. 

The Cuatrmman. Do you know Harry Hyman? 

Mr. McGer. Yes, sir. 

The Caarrman. Did you know that Harry Hyman was an espion- 
age agent 4 

Mr. McGer. I refuse to answer that on the same grounds, sir. 

The Cramrman. Have you been engaged in espionage yourself? 

Mr. McGer. No, sir. 

The Cuatrman. Have you engaged in any sabotage? 

Mr. McGer. No, sir. 

The CHarrman. If the Communist Party were to order you to 
engage in espionage, would you disobey that order ? 

Mr. McGer. Yes, sir. 

The Crarrman. Have you ever discussed secret or confidential 
material with Harry Hyman? 

Mr. McGer. Well, sir; I may have. 

The Cuatrman. You may have? 
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Mr. McGee. Could I explain my answer? 

The CHatrMan. You may. 

Mr. McGer. I would like to read briefly a statement in relation to 
this which I would like to put in. I assure you it has to do with the 
security setup at Federal and how I may have discussed this with Mr. 
Hyman, or with anyone else. 

The Cramman. There is a rule adopted by the subcommittee on 
January 14, 1953, with which your — is fully familiar; you must 
submit a written statement 24 hours in advance of the hearing at 
which the statement is to be presented. ge ‘ver, we have been very 
liberal in interpreting that rule, so if you will pass your statement up 
so we can see it, we will tell you whether you can read it or not. 

Mr. McGee. It is in my own handwriting, sir. 

The CrHarrman. Maybe I can read it. Pass the statement up, Mr. 
Counsel. 

Mr. McGee. Do I have permission to read it? 

The CHarrmMan. Yes. 

Mr. McGer. In order to make my answer completely clear, I must 
explain the security setup at Federal. There were armed guards : 
all possible entrances to the laboratories for the purpose of kee ping 
out all unauthorized persons. Each employee was provided with 
badge, and it was necessary to obtain clearance through the appropri- 
ate Government agency in order to have that b: ee 

The Cuatrman. May I interrupt. Senator Jackson, will you take 
over for a few minutes? I will be right back. 

Senator JAcKsoNn (presiding). You may proceed. 

Mr. McGee. Inside the labs there were all sorts of classified materia] 
lying about. 

The Cuarrman. Let me interrupt you. This is generally not the 
approved one-man subcommittee. 

Senator Jackson. I am not making it such. 

Mr. McGer. Inside the labs there was all sorts of classified material 
lying about without any additional protection. Engineers were espe- 
cially free to wander about in their own or other departments. In- 
dividual engineers often helped each other without the formality of 
asking for any special clearance or authorization. For example, Dr. 
Iskandourian said he needed a certain device with certain specifications 
and he had been unable to design it or obtain the design from any 
source. Since I had been designing such devices and equipment on 
which I was working, I sat down in about 5 minutes and dashed off 
the design and presented it to him. Later he thanked me profusely 
and made some very flattering remarks about my ability. I am not 
trying to prove anything with this. I am only trying to let the com- 
mittee know the facts. If in the manner described above I passed 
any classified information to an espionage agent, the responsibility 
must lie with the agency that cleared him and allowed him to work 
with me. 

Now let me cover the field of people who had not been given special 
clearance by Government agencies to work with me at Federal. I 
never knowingly gave classified information to any such unauthorized 
person nor did I induce anyone else to do so. Neither did I persuade 
or attempt to persuade anyone either at Federal or elsewhere to do so. 
No one in my memory either inside or outside of Federal ever tried 
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to get me to do any of these things or stated before me that these things 
should be done, nor do I have any knowledge of anyone who did or 
is doing any of these things. 

Let me state that the above statement includes, but is not restricted 
to and without necessarily admitting that I know any such people, all 
members and offic ers of the Communist Party and all agents of foreign 
governments, whether friendly, enemy or neutral. 

Senator JAckson. I take it from your statement that you did not 
know of any espionage at Federal Telecommunications Laboratory ¢ 

Mr. McGer. I was unaware of : any espionage. 

Senator JAckson. Were you aware of any unauthorized giving out 
of any kind of classified information to persons not authorized to 
receive it / 

on McGer. No, sir. 

Senator JAcKkson. What about Mr. Hyman? Did you know Harry 
Sikes man ? 

Mr. McGer. Yes, sir; I did. 

Senator Jackson. How long did you know him or how long have 
you known him ? 

Mr. McGer. Let me put it this way, sir. Shortly after I went to 
work at Federal I met Harry Hyman at a union meeting. 

Senator JAcKSON. What union? 

Mr. McGer. The union that organized the Federal, the Federation 
of Architects, Engineers, Chemists, and Technicians. 

Senator Jackson. Of the CIO? 

Mr. McGee. Yes, sir. 

Senator Jackson. That was later kicked out of the CIO? 

Mr. McGee. I believe so. 

Senator Jackson. On the ground that it was Communist dominated. 
Mr. McGee. I don’t know what ground it was kicked out. I was 
it a member of it at the time. 

Senator Jackson. You were a member of it at the time? 

Mr. McGeer. I was not. 

Senator Jackson. You met him at a meeting? 

Mr. McGee. I met him at a union meeting. He was primarily con- 
cerned with organizing the shop workers with whom he was working, 
and I was interested in organizing the engineers. 

Senator Jackson. You were organizing them for what union? 

Mr. McGer. Federation of Architects, Engineers, Chemists, and 
Technicians. 

Senator Jackson. But you were not a member of it? 

Mr. McGee. I was a member of it then. I was not a member of it 
when it was kicked out of the CIO. Iam sorry if my answer was mis- 
interpreted. 

Senator Jackson. Did you leave the union? Did you resign from 
it? 

Mr. McGer. Yes, sir; I left it. 

Senator Jackson. Why did you resign from it? 

Mr. McGee. When I left Federal. 

Senator Jackson. Because of the termination of your employment? 

Mr. McGer. Yes, sir. 

Senator Jackson. Why did you leave Federal Telecommunications 
Laboratory ? 


~ 
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Mr. McGee. I would like to say re my clearance was removed, 
after I had been working there for 31 % years, and I was never given 
any satisfactory explanation of why it had been removed. I do have 
an opinion on the subject, if you would care to hear it. 

Senator Jackson. In your opinion, what was the reason for your 
termination of your clearance? 

Mr. McGer. This had been given to me by a member of the person- 
nel department at Federal. The statement was that they had a great 
deal of trouble in their department because it was believed that I had 
been sent in by the CIO to organize the plant. 

Senator Jackson. Did they sy ask you at the time whether you were 
a member of the Communist Party ? 

Mr. McGrr. When I left? 

Senator Jackson. No; at the time when your security clearance 
was terminated. 

Mr. McGee. No. 

Senator Jackson. You were not interrogated in connection with 
the removal of your security clearance / 

Mr. McGer. No, : 

Senator JACKSON. W hat reason did they give you for the termina- 
tion of your security clearance / 

Mr. McGer. None, sIr. 

Senator Jackson. Did you ask? 

Mr. McGee. I was read, I believe, three communications from 
various Government departments saying that my clearance had been 
removed, and please separate me from contact with classified material 
in their departments. That was as well as I can remember the com- 
plete statement that I got. 

Senator Jackson. Did you inquire as to the reason why the termi- 
nation had been made ¢ 

Mr. McGer. I inquired of the people who read it to me and they 
said that is all they = w about it, what was in the document that 
they read to me. 

Senator Jackson. Did you attempt to pursue the matter any 
further ? 

Mr. McGer. I left the matter entirely in the hands of the union, 
and since I had decided not to move to Nutley, N. J., with the labora- 
tories in any case, I didn’t pursue it at any great length. 

Senator Jackson. Mr. McGee, at the time you were terminated, 
were you a member of the Communist Party ? 

Mr. McGee. I refuse to answer that question. 

Mr. Kennepy. Mr. McGee, you said that there was no espionage 
that you knew of at Federal Telecommunications ? 

Mr. McGer. That is right. 

Mr. Kennepy. You said that you also knew Harry Hyman? 

Mr. McGer. Yes, sir. 

Mr. Kennepy. Did you know Harry Hyman as an espionage agent 
at Federal Telecommunications Laboratory ? 

Mr. McGee. No. sir; I did not. 

Mr. ae Saag You did not? 

Mr. McGer. No, sir. 

Mr. Kennepy. You refused to answer that question a while back 
when it was asked you whether you know Harry Hyman was an 
espionage agent. 
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Mr. McGee. I am answering it now. If I do so before I may 
have—— 

Mr. Kennepy. Did Harry Hyman ever ask you for any material 
on which you were working that he needed information on / 

Mr. McGee. Well, let me say that I don’t recall any such incidents 
specifically, but let me say that it is entirely possible that he may have 
been working on some material which I had designed since I quite 
often sent material to the shop where he was employed, and it may 
have been given to him, and he may have asked me a question about 
it. Also, Mr. Hyman had a pass which enabled him to come to my 
oflice and quite often he did so. He usually wanted to ask me about 
some union matter, and I may say that my desk was usually covered 
with classified material of one sort or another. 

Mr. Kennepy. Did you think while you were working at Federal 
Telecommunic: ations Labor: atory th: at you were a member of a group 
whose purpose was not inimical to the best interests of the country ? 

Mr. McGer. Sir, lam not sure I understand that question. 

Mr. Kennepy. Did you feel that the whole time that you were work- 
ing at Federal 'Telecommunications Laboratory that you were working 
in the best interests of the United States ? 

Mr. McGer. Yes, sir. 

Mr. Kennepy. And you were never requested by any member of the 
Communist Party to turn over material which you felt would be harm- 
ful if it got into the hands of a foreign government ? 

Mr. McGer. I heve never been asked in my recollection by anybodv 
whatsoever to turn over classified material to anyone not emp loyed at 
Fede ral. 

Senator JACKSON. Anyone not authorized to receive it ? 

Mr. McGer. Yes. sir, not authorized to receive it. 

Senator Jackson. Have you ever worked for the Federal Govern- 
ment ¢ 

Mr. McGee. Yes, sir. 

Senator Jackson. What period ¢ 

Mr. McGee. Just prior to my employment at Federal. I am sorry, 
just prior to my employment at Kollsman, which was about 3 months 
total. 

Senator Jackson. Where and when ? 

Mr. McGer. I worked asa civilian employee of the Signal Corps. 

Senator JAcKson. Where abouts ? 

Mr. McGrr. Well, I went through a radar school at Lexington, Ky., 
Lexington Signal Depot. 

Senator Jackson, What year was this, and what time? 

Mr. McGer. Let me refer to my notes. 

Senator JACKSON. Approximately. 

Mr. McGer. I am trying to give you the most accurate information 
I ean. From about December 1942 to approximately January 1943. 

Senator Jackson. What was that again ? 

Mr. McGer. From December 1942 to January 1943, I believe I was 
on their payroll. ‘ 

Senator Jackson. You worked about 3 months? 

Mr. McGer. No, sir: this was about a little over a year. 

Senator JAcKson. You worked 

Mr. McGee. Kollsman, about 3 months. 
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Senator Jackson. You worked for the Federal Government how 
long? 

Mr. McGer. A little over a year. 

Senator Jackson. Were you given a security clearance ? 

Mr. McGer. I assume that I was, since all of the radar work was 
classified material. I must have had clearance. 

Senator Jackson. Were you a member of the Communist Party at 
that time? 

Mr. McGee. I refuse to answer that on the ground of the fifth 
amendment. 

Senator Jackson. Did you during that period of employment turn 
over to anyone not authorized to receive the same any kind of clas- 
sified material ? 

Mr. McGer. No, sir. 

Senator Jackson. Have you ever in your lifetime to your knowl- 
edge ever turned over any classified material to anyone not authorized 
to receive the same? 

Mr, McGee. So far as I know; no, sir. 

Senator Jackson. And you understand by classified material we 
refer to material—— 

Mr. McGer. I understand what classified material is. 

Senator Jackson. You have a full understanding of that? 

Mr. McGee. Yes. 

Mr. Kennepy. Did you ever do anything contrary to the laws of 
the United States while you were working at the Federal Telecom- 
munications Laboratory ? 

Mr. McGee. That covers an awful lot of territory. 

Mr. Kennepy. The question stands. 

Senator Jackson. To the best of your knowledge. 

(The chairman entered the room. ) 

Mr. McGer. In view of the breadth of that question I will refuse 
to answer under the fifth amendment. 

Senator Jackson. Do you recall of ever having done anything, either 
at Federal Telecommunications Laboratory or in any of your pre- 
vious employment, that would be detrimental to the nz ational sec urity 
and interests of the United States? 

Mr. McGee. Well, that is a very 

Senator Jackson. In favor of a foreign power. 

Mr. McGee. That is a very broad statement. I wish to call atten- 
tion to the fact that I have already as clearly as I could defined 
espionage and said that I had no knowledge of it whatsoever. I would 
like to stand on that answer, sir. 

Senator Jackson. Have you given any material to an agent of a 
foreign power? 

Mr. McGer. No, sir. 

Senator Jackson. Of any kind? 

Mr. McGee. Not that I know of, si 

Mr. Coun. I have some questions, if I may. 

The CHatrmMan. Mr. Cohn, you may proceed. 

Mr. Coun. You say you never gave any of this classified material 
to any unauthorized person, is that right ? 

Mr. McGee. That is right. 

Mr. Coun. That sounds very good. Let me come tothis. You say 
on the other hand that Harry Hyman would walk into your office 
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when you had your desk spread, I think that was your term, with 
classified material, is that right? 

Mr. McGee. Yes, sir. 

Mr. Coun. At that time was Harry Hyman a dedicated Communist 
organizer ¢ 

Mr. McGer. I refuse to answer that on the grounds of the fifth 
amendment. However, I would like to say simp ly in relation to that, 
that Mr. Hyman had a pass which implied clearance to come to my 
office. 

The CuatrmMan. May I interrupt you? Did you know or have any 
reason to believe that Hyman was an espionage agent at that time? 

Mr. McGer. No, sir. 

The Cratrman. Do you know that he was an espionage agent at 
that time ? 

Mr. McGee. I know that this committee has said so, sir. 

The CuatrMan. That does not answer the question. 

Mr. McGee. I do not know. 

The Cuatrman. Do you have any reason to believe now that he 
was an espionage agent? 

Mr. McGer. Only what this committee has said. 

The CHarman. Outside of that, you have received no information 
that he was an espionage agent ? 

Mr. McGer. I have no information about any espionage agents 
whatsoever. 

The Cuarrman. Do you know he was an organizer for the Com- 
munist Party? 

Mr. McGee. Fifth amendment, sir. 

Mr. Coun. Mr. Chairman, what I was trying to develop is this: 
You made a point here in answering questions of saying that you never 
gave any of this material to unauthorized persons and that sounds 
very good from a security standpoint. 

Mr. McGer. I think I defined specifically what an authorized per- 
son was, and what an unauthorized person was. 

Mr. Coun. Your point is that Mr. Hyman, you conceded, came into 
your office when osaat desk was spread out w ith classified material, and 
he certainly had access to it. 

Mr. McGer. Yes, sir, and he had a pass to come there. 

Mr. Coun. Your statement is that it is not your fault because he 
had a pass. 

Mr. McGer. Yes, sit 

Mr. Conn. I assume you will agree with me that does not alter the 
fact that Mr. Hyman might have been a Communist Party organizer 
and dedicated to the overthrow of this Government at that time 
whether he had an official pass or not. Was he such an organizer at 
that time? 

Mr. McGer. Organizer of what? 

Mr. Conn. An organizer of the Communist Party teaching the over- 
throw of this Government at cell meetings at which you were present? 

Mr. McGer. Fifth amendment. 

Mr. Conn. Fifth amendment; is that right? 

Mr. McGer. Yes. 

The Cuatrman. At the time you say you had your desk littered 
with classified material, were you then a member of the Communist 
conspiracy ? 
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Mr. McGex. I refuse to answer that on the grounds of the fifth 
amendment. 

The CHamMan. Were you the educational director of the Com- 
munist conspiracy at the time that you say you had your desk littered 
with classified material ? 

Mr. McGen. I refuse to answer that under the grounds of the fifth 
amendment. 

The CHarrMan. On the grounds of self-incrimination ? 

Mr. McGer. Yes, sir. 

Mr. Coun. Did you have your desk littered with classified material 
during the day and at night when you were teaching from State and 
Revolution, by Lenin, to a Communist cell ? 

Mr. McGer. I refuse to answer that on the grounds of the fifth 
amendment. 

Mr. Coun. As late as the year 1952. were you going around solicit- 
ing petitions for the Peoples Rights Party which was a Communist 
Party at that time in New York City? 

Mr. McGexr. Soliciting ? 

Mr. Coun. I withdraw that. Did you sign petitions pledging sup- 
port to the Peoples Rights Party and to Simon W. Gerson, a leader 
of the Communist Party? I am talking about the year 1952. 

Mr. McGee. Fifth amendment. 

Mr. Coun. Yes; fifth amendment. 

The CHarrMANn. Let me ask you a question. You have been invok- 
ing the fifth amendment. You understand you cannot invoke the fifth 
amendment on self-incrimination in case of perjury. You can only 
invoke that if you feel that a truthful answer to the questions might 
tend to incriminate you. 

Is it your testimony that you feel that a truthful answer to the 
questions asked might tend to incriminate you! 

Mr. McGer. Yes, sir. 

The CuarrMAn, The answer is “Yes’’? 

Mr. McGer. Yes, sir. 

The Cuatrman, I did not hear you. 

Mr. McGer. Yes, sir. 

Mr. Kennepy. Did you leave your desk littered with classified 
material ? 

Mr. McGee. What do you mean, leave it? 

Mr. Kennepy. At the end of the day was there classified material 
left on the top of your desk ? 

Mr. McGee. I don’t think so. 

Mr. Kennepy. Were there any rules about putting classified mate- 
rial away ? 

Mr. McGee. The place was continually guarded day and night. 

Mr. Kennepy. That is not the answer. 

Mr. McGee. My desk included a workbench where material was that 
was never put away. 

Mr. Kennepy. You left classified material on the top of your desk? 

Mr. McGee. Units of electronic nature, they were left in a locked 
laboratory. Papers were never left on my desk at night. 

Mr. Kennepy. Why did Mr. Hyman have a key to your office? 

Mr. McGer. He did not have a key, sir. There was no particular 
key to the door. The room was occupied by a number of engineers, 
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3 or 4, and in the day we would be retting out papers, working on 
them, and maybe run out of the ao itory to take a measurement or 
© and come back in and work some more on papers. That was the 


practic e of all the engineers in the de partment and in the other de spart- 
ments, too, as I understand it. 

Mr. Kennepy. The reason was that you felt that everybody had 
clearance by the FBI f 

Mr. McGer. Not that I felt, they did have clearance, or they were 
not in there. 

Mr. Kennepy. Therefore, they were good security risks 

Mr. McGer. The Government agency that cleared them said that 
they were. I don’t know. I was not hired as a security agent. 

Mr. Kennepy. Did you feel you were a good security risk 

Mr. VicGEr. Yes, sir. 

Senator Jackson. Mr. McGee, you have so far answered all ques 
tions relating to espionage, sabotage, and national security. Would 
you be willing to cooperate — the FBI . connection with any pos- 

ble case they may have against anyone a the labor: ee wh ile you 
were there in trying to bring dia ane seis nt of the laws in the 
nterests of the security of this country 4 

Mr. McGer. Any information which I may unwittingly have con- 
erninge the transmission of documents of confidential nature from 
this country to any other foreign power I think I would be willing to 
answer specific questions concerning the matter. 

Senator Jackson. Let me ask you this: Would you be willing to give 

» the FBI any information that you may have that would he ‘Ip our 
Government in protecting its security, whether it involves the trans- 
mission of such information clirectly t to a foreign agent or to some 

termediary? Would you be ae to do that ? 

Mr. McGer. I believe I would, r; yes, sir. 

Senator Jackson. Would you cooperate in any way you can to 
eliminate any possible espionage, sabot: age, or anythi ing affecting the 
national security during the time you have beene mp rloyed on anything 
relating to classified material ? 

McGee. Let me state that I don’t know that I have any such 
information. 

Senator Jackson. But if they asked you or interrogated you’ 

Mr. McGer. As long as it is a direct — 

Phe CHatRMAn. May I interrupt? 

Senator JAcKSoN. Mr. Chairman, let me finish this. 

The CuarrMan. I did not hear the testimony. Will the reporter 
read the last couple of questions and answers? 

(The reporter read a portion of the record as follows :) 

Serator JAcKsSoN, Let me ask you this: Would you be willing to give to the 
FBI any information that you may have that would help our Government in pro- 
tecting its security whether it involves the transmission of such information 
directly to a foreign agent or to some intermediary? Would you be willing to do 
that? 

Mr. McGee. I believe I would, sir; yes, sir 

Senator JACKSON. Would you cooperate in any way you ean to eliminate any 
possible espionage, sabotage or anything affecting the national security during 
the time you have been employed on anything relating to classified material? 

Mr. McGee. Let me state that I don’t know that I have any such information. 

Senator JAcKSoN. Burt if they asked you or interrogated you? 

Mr. McGee. As long as it is a direct 





ARMY SIGNAL CORPS—SUBVERSION AND ESPIONAGE 393 


Senator Jackson. But if you have any such information, to your 

truthful knowledge, would you give it ? 

Mr. McGee. Yes. 

Senator Jackson. I think that is very important, and I think as 
a citizen you should voluntarily after this meeting go to the FBI and 
make available any information that you might have and let them 
know that you are willing to give to them any information along the 
lines that I have raised here. 

Mr. McGee. I really don’t think I have any information, sir. But 
I am certain they have representatives here. I have never refused to 
talk to the FBI vet. 

Senator JAcKSON. But suppose you voluntarily I suggest it to 
you as a citizen, in view of the grave threat to our security—lIl suggest, 
and I hope vou will ngree to it, that you volunt: irily 20 to the FBI 
and olive them any information you might have as a citizen to protect 
the security of thiscountry. I hope you will dothat. Do you not think 
you can do that? 

Mr. McGee. I really don’t think I have any such information. I 
wouldn’t know what to say. 

Senator Jackson. I know, but suppose you present yourself to them 
and maybe they can ask some questions that you might be helpful to 
the FBI in doing the job that has been assigned to them by our Gov- 
ernment. 

Mr. Mot _ Well, sir. I am certain that the FBI knows where I 
am. AsIsay, I have hes masked questions by ‘ie BI previously, and 
I have given ihe “mas much information as I have. 

Senator Jackson. Do you not feel that sometimes you ought to do 
these things voluntarily as a citizen? At least you are not going to 
hurt yourself any by making a voluntary appearance. 

Mr. McGer. I really don’t know what I talked to them about, but I 
am willing to answer any questions they have. 

Senator Jackson. I suggest we turn this record over to the FBI. 

The CuatrmMan. You say you gave the FBI as much information as 
you have. Did I understand that answer? 

Mr. McGer. Yes, when they questioned me. 

The Cuatrman. Did they ask whether you were the educational 
director for the Communist Party, and did you tell them whether 
or not you were / 

Mr. McGee. They asked me no such question, sir. 

The Cuatrman. Did they ask you for the names of the members of 
the Communist Party ? 

Mr. McGer. They asked me no such question. 

The CHamrman. What did they ask vou, then ? 

Mr. McGer. This was a long, long time ago, sir. 

The CHatrmMan. How long ago? 

Mr. McGee. I think somewhere around the beginning of 1942 or 
1943. 

The Cuatrman. You have just told us you gave the FBI all the 
information you had. We know you refused to give the FBI any 
information as to the Communist conspiracy, and you are under oath. 
1 want to ask you now, have you oming the past 10 years ever given 
the FBI any 4 ation about— 

Mr. McGee. No, s 
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The CHamman. About your fellow members of the Communist 
Party? 

Mr. McGer. I don’t recall that I have ever been asked any questions 
by them in the last 10 years. 

The Cuamman. Did you ever give them any information ? 

Mr. McGer. No. 

The Cuamman. You have not? 

Mr. McGee. Not in the last 10 years that I know of. 

The Cuamman. Let me ask you this. You have re fused to tell this 
committee about your activities in the Communist Party. Do I under- 
stand that if we call an FBI man down here today that you will give 
that FBI man all the information that you have about the Communist 
conspir icy ¢ 

Mr. McGee. That was not the question that was asked me previ- 
ously. 

Che Cuatrrman. It is the question now. Will you or will you not? 

Mr. McGee. I think I am going to refuse to answer that under the 
fifth amendment, sir. 

The Cuamman. You cannot refuse to answer whether or not you 
would give them information. It does not deal with information. I 
merely ask you the question whether or not if we refer over to the 

sureau, you will give them any information which you may have 
about the Communist conspiracy. You are ordered to answer that 
question. 

(Witness consults his counsel.) 

Mr. McGer. Well, sir, I will give the FBI any information which 
I may have with regard to espionage or sabotage or any other specific 
acts. I refuse to cooperate with them in witch hunting. 

The CuarrMan,. You call digging out members of the Communist 
conspiracy witch hunting? 

Mr. Mc Grr. I don’t know what the Communist conspiracy is, sir. 

The CHatrmMan. You don’t? 

Mr. McGee. No, sir. 

The Cuarrman. Look at the petition in front of you. Did you sign 
that ? 

While your counsel is looking at it, were you not educational direc- 
tor of the Communist conspiracy ? 

Mr. McGee. This seems to be a petition for someone to run for office 
in New York City. 

The Cuarrman. For who to run? Simon Gerson, is it not? 

Mr. McGer. Yes, sir. 

The Cuarrman. Was he a member of the Communist conspiracy 
at that time when you pledged him your support? 

(Witness consulted his counsel.) 

Mr. McGer. Fifth amendment. 

The CrarmMan. Did someone in the Communist Party ask you to 
sign that? 

(Witness consulted his counsel.) 

Mr. McGer. I refuse to answer under the grounds of the fifth 
amendment. 

The Cuarrman. On the grounds of self-incrimination ? 


Mr. McGer. Yes, sir. 
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The Cuarrman. When you were education al director for the Com- 
munist Party, did you teach the necessity of the overthrow of the 
Government by force and violence? 

(Witness consulted his counsel.) 

Mr. McGer. The question contains an assumption, sir. 

The Cuarrman. If you did not, just say so. 

Mr. McGee. I don’t know how I can answer that without telling 
you that I was at some time a member of the Communist Party. 

The CHamrman. Were you educational director ? 

Mr. McGer. I refuse to answer that under the grounds of the fifth 
amendment to the Constitution. 

The Cuareman. You told us under oath here a few minutes ago that 
you gave the FBI as much information as you had. 

Mr. McGee. At the time that they asked me; yes, sir. 

The Cuamman. When did you give that information? 

Mr. McGee. Again, as I recall, it was some time in 1942 or 1943. 

The Cuarmman. At that time you told them you were not a member 
of the Communist Party; did you not ? 

Mr. McGee. I don’t recall whether I was asked that question, sir. 

The Carman. What questions were you asked ? 

Mr. McGee. I don’t recall. 

The CnatrMan. You have no idea? 

Mr. McGee. Look, it isa longtime. I don’t remember. Certainly 
they have a record of it and you can obtain it. 

The Cuarrman. You told us very positively you gave them as much 
information as you had. You told us that under oath. You must re- 
call something about what information you gave them. No. 1, did you 
tell them you were a Communist at that time? 

Mr. McGer. I don’t recall. 

The CHarrMan. Were you a Communist at that time? 

Mr. McGee. I refuse to answer that under the grounds of the fifth 
amendment. 

The CuamrMan. How well did you know Harry Hyman? 

Mr. McGee. I met him a number of times at union meetings and 
union committee meetings, and at the Federa] Laboratories. 

The Cuarrman. Did you visit him in his home ? 

Mr. McGee. I believe I have, sir, once or twice. 

The Cuarrman. Did you attend Communist cell meetings in his 
home? 

Mr. McGee. I refuse to answer that on the grounds of the fifth 
amendment. 

The Cuarrman. At his home did you discuss classified material 
from Telecommunications ? 

Mr. McGee. No, sir. 

The Cuatrman. Never. 

Mr. McGee. Never. 

The Cuarrman. Did you ever hear classified material discussed at 
Communist Party meetings ? 

Mr. McGee. I never heard classified material discussed at any place 
other than in Federal and when I was working for the Government 
in the proper places. 

The CuarrMan. Did you ever discuss classified material with mem- 
bers of the Communist Party ? 
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Mr. Mi Gre. If these people had been cleared to work with me | 
may have. 

The CHamman. In other words, you may have discussed it with 
Communists who were cleared, is that the answer ¢ 

Mr. ign I may have; yes, sir. 

The CHAIRMAN. Wi ith cle ared Communists. You Say that the place 
was gui ssid day and — Q 

Mr. McGee. Yes, Ss 

The CHAIRMAN. Coul | you tell us whether it was guarded to keep 
the Communists in or keep them out, if sah know. You were 
educational Ricatheaet tach ommunist Party at the time. Harry Hy 
nan Was an espionage agent at the time. You Say he had free access 
to your office. But the place was carefully guarded. Can you tell 
what they were guarding against or who they were guarding? 

Mr. McGrr. I assume that they were there for the purpose of pro- 
fecting the information which was lying about the place trom falling’ 
into the hands of some esplonage agent. 

The CHAIRMAN. Do yo think they were trying to keep C away 
from the Communists / 

Mir. McGee. I don’t know, sir. 

The CHarrMan. You were there. Do you think there was any at 
tempt to keep the “er wea ition away from the Communists / 

Mr. McGer. I really don’t know. 

Che Croatmman, You do not have any idea / 

Mr. MceGer. L don’t know whether the Government agencies that 
cleared these pe ‘le knew they were Communists or espionage agents 
or what, but I assume that their duty was to make sure that this in- 
formation did not fall into improper hands 

Phe Cramnman. Would you consider Communist hands improper 


Mr. McGer. I refuse to answer that, sir, under the grounds of the 
fifth amendment 

The ¢ ILAIRMAN, You cannot refuse to answer the question on the 
erounds of self-incrimination. You might vet vourself in duteh with 
the Communist Party, but not otherwise. You are ordered to answer 
that question. 

Mr. McGee. I still refuse, sir. 

The CHairmMan. Were you ever asked by any security officer of 
Telecommunications whether or not you were a Communist ? 

Mr. McGrer. I don’t recall ever being interviewed by a security 
officer. 

The CHamman. By any official of Telecommunications ? 

Mr. McGrer. Well the personal department did have a questionnaire 
to be fille d out, and | guess it had such a question on it; yes, sir. 

The Cuairnman. On that questionn: ure did you say you were or were 
not a member of the Communist Party ? 

Mr. McGer. I refuse to answer that on the grounds of the fifth 
amendment. 

The CHatrMan. You will be ordered to answer that. That is a 
matter of record. 

Mr. McGer. I still refuse, sir. 

The Cuairman. If the Communist Party were to order you to obtain 
secret material for the Communist Party, would you refuse to obey 
that order ? 
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Mr. McGer. I have answered that question, sir. The answer was 
“No.” 

The Cuairman. You would not refuse or you would refuse? 

Mr. McGee. I would refuse. 

The CuHarrMan. You would refuse / 

Mr. McGer. Yes, sir. 

The Cuairman. Have you ever refused to obey any order of the 
Communist Party up to this time? 

Mr. McGer. That question assumes that the Communist dines olives 
me orders, and therefore 1 refuse to answer under the grow rt the 
fifth amendment to the Constitution. 

The CHatrMan. Does the Communist Party give you orders / 

Mr. McGer. I refuse to answer that 

The C'HAIRM AN. You refuse to te 1] us whether o1 not you ever ¢ 
obeyed an order of the Communist Party ? 

Mr. McGer. Yes, sir. 

The CHarrman. On the ground that the answer might tend to i 
criminate you ? 


Mr. McGer. Yes, sir. 


Senator Jackson. Has the Communist Party ever given you any 
orders to engage in esplonage, subotage, or a ything affecting the 
national security while you worked on these classified projects 

Mr. McGer. To the best of my KNOW ledg and recollection no one 


has ever given me any such orders. 
Senator JacKson. Does that nn clude the Communist Party ? 
Mr. McGee. Yes, sir. 


Senator JACKSON. oe neludes the Communist Party ? 
Mr. McGee. Yes, s 
The CHAIRMAN. Ma iv Tsay that you certainly have a right to ask any 


quest ions you care to, but it seems so obvious when his desk is stae ked 
with classified material up to secret, and Harry Hyman, member of 
the Communist conspiracy, has free access to it. and this individual, 
an educational director of the Communist Party, can take it out any 
time he wants to, nothing can more affect the security of the United 
States than that. 

Senator JACKSON. When he answers a question, 1t does not mean I 
agree with his answer. He is here under oath and if he says that they 
hi ave never ordered him to give any information relating to s abotage, 
espionage, and anything on classified material, I think he is placing 
himself in jeopardy on the basis of perjury. 

Mr. McGee, I want to make this observation, and that is that I hope 
you will go all the way in making a complete break with the people 
that you have been with in the past. You have stated to the committee 
that you have not engaged in sabotage, or espionage, or anything 
adverse to the national security of this country. You have indicated 
that you would give any information that you might have on those 
subjects to the FBI, is that right ¢ 

Mr. McGer. Yes, sir. 

Senator Jackson. Why can you not tell the committee today wheth 
er you are a member of the Communist Party? You have invoked the 
fifth amendment in the past, but can you not tell the committee today ¢ 

Mr. McGee. I am afraid I am going to have to refuse to answer 
that, sin. 
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Senator Jackson. You are an intelligent and well-educated man. 
You must be aware of the international situation today, and that the 
Communist movement everywhere is in the furtherance of the Soviet 
foreign policy, which is to dominate the world, are you not? 

Mr. McGer. I read the newspapers. I see it said there, yes, sir. 

Senator Jackson. Can there be much question but that the chief 
aim of the foreign policy of the Soviet Union is to dominate the free 
people? 

Mr. McGer. I don’t know. 

Senator Jackson. I know, but you have watched world events, you 
have watched one country after another being gobbled up. 

Mr. McGrr. I really don’t know what Soviet foreign policy is. I 

\t know if anyone in this country does. 

Senator Jackson. Let me ask you this: Are you not aware of the 
fact that the Communist Party is not a local r adical movement, but it 
is a part of an international organization under the control of the 
Cominform, and that it is directed by the Soviet Union ? 

(Witness consulted his counsel.) 

Mr. McGer. I don’t know. 

Senator Jackson. You do not know. If you join an organization, 
do you not try to find out what the charter stands for ? 

Mr. McGer. I have never said I joined it. 

Senator Jackson. I think it is pretty apparent here, Mr. McGee, 
that you have been a member of the Communist Party for quite some 
time. I am trying to encourage you as one citizen here sitting up on 
this end of the committee hearing for you to make a break, and I think 
if this hearing has accomplished nothing else, if you will be willing 
to cooperate and try to make this country and the free world a little 
more secure, you might accomplish something. 

The CuatmrmMan. Let me say that this man is a paid organizer of 
the Communist Party today. Any hope you have that he is going 
to suddenly go and give the FBI information about his conspiracy is 
certainly a very for lorn hope. As of today he is a paid organizer for 
the Communist conspiracy. Is that not right? 

Mr. McGer. I would like for you to some out from behind con- 
gressional immunity and prove that. 

The Cuatrman. Are you? Are you a paid organizer for the Com- 
munist Party today? 

(Witness consulted his counsel.) 

The Cuamman. If you are not, here is your chance to say so. 

Mr. McGer. The answer to that question is no. 

The Cuarman. Are you being paid by the Communist Party as of 
today? 

Mr. McGee. No, sir. 

The CratrMan. Have you been paid during the last week ¢ 

Mr. McGee. No, sir 

The CuarrMan. During the last month? 

Mr. McGee. No, sir. 

The CHamRMAN. Have you ever been a paid organizer for the Com- 
munist Party ? 

(Witness consulted his counsel.) 

The Cuareman. If you have not, just say no. 

Mr. McGee. I don’t like the direction that this question is going. 
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The CuatrMan. I know you don’t. Answer the que: stion. 

Mr. McGee. Just exactly what is that question again? 

The Cuamman. The reporter will read it to you. 

(The reporter read the question as follows :) 

The CHAIRMAN. Have you ever been a paid organizer for the Communist 
Party? 

The Cuamman. May I say we give counsel the right to consult with 
i witness any time there isa need. It is done so you can advise him as 
to his legal rights. I do not like to have you cit there and coach the 
witness what he should say. You are there for the purpose of ad 
vising him on his legal rights. I might say it is a right that the wit 
ness does not have in any court of law or before a grand jury, so 
please do not abuse it by trying to tell him what to Say. 

Mr. McGee. He was giving me advice, sir. 

The Cuatrman. What is your answer to that question ? 

Mr. McGer. On advice of sacael. I am going to refuse to answer 
that question on the erounds of the fifth amendment to the Constitu 
tion. 

The Cuairman. Do you feel that your answer might tend to in 
criminate you! 

Mr. McGer. It might in some way tend to incriminate me. 

The CHarrmMan. You told me you would like to have me prove you 
were an organizer. 


Mr. McGer. Yes, sir. 


The CHarrman. When you refuse to answer, and tell us that you 
feel a truthful answer Walt a minute, Mr. Counsel would tend to 
incriminate you, that is saying you were an organizer. If you were 


not, you mere ‘ly say “No, [ was never an organizer of the Communist 
Party 


I will again give you an opportun ity to clear vourself of that, if you 
have not been an organizer. The question is, Have you been an 


organizer for the Communist Party? 

( Witness consulted - a sel.) 

Mr. Me ‘GEE. We ll. { he ques 1 ion whicl 1} you asked me orig inally 
and I ch: ille nged you to eeate or come out from behind congression: ul 
immunity and make the statement was that I am a paid organizer 
of the Communist Party today. I answered that question “No,” and 
you asked last week, and so forth, and I said “No.” 

The Cuamrman. Have you been an organizer for the Communist 
Party? 

Mr. McGee. On that question I am going to refuse to answer your 
question on the grounds of the fifth amendment. 

The CHAIRMAN. Do you feel that a truthful answer might tend 
iIneriminate you? 

Mr. McGer. Yes, sir. 

The CuatrmMan. Have you solicited people in Telecommunications 
and asked them to join the Communist Party? 

Mr. McGee. I refuse to answer that question on the ground of the 
fifth amendment to the Constitution. 

The CuarrMan. Were you ever on the payroll of the Communist 
Party ¢ 

(Witness consulted his counsel.) 
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Mr. McGer. I refuse to answer on the ground of the fifth amend- 
ment. 

The Cuamman. Look, Mister, you have challenged us to prove that 
you are a paid organizer as of today. We know you have been a 
paid functionary of the Communist Party, that you are educational 
director, that you have tried to recruit people into the party; if you 
broke at some time, if you changed your mind 6 months or a year 
ago, | would like to know that. You see, I cannot follow you from 
day to day. When we say you are a paid functionary as of today, 
in our book that means that all the information shows that you have 
been, no indication you have ever reformed or ever changed your 
mind. If you have suddenly reformed, I would like to know about 
that. 

In that connection, let me ask you a question. Are you a Communist 
today ¢ 

Mr. McGer. I refuse to answer that question, sir. 

The CuarrmMan. In answering Senator Jackson’s question I got the 
impression that you were attempting to create the impression that you 
would cooperate with the FBI. Let me ask you this: Will you be 
willing to give the FBI any information which you might have about 
the Communist Party and membership in it. 

Mr. McGer. I think I stated before, sir, that I was unwilling to 
cooperate in witch hunting. 

The CHarrmMan. I am not talking about witches. I am talking 
about members of the Communist conspiracy. 

Mr. McGer. Conspiracy to do what? 

The Cnatrman. If you consider hunting Communists hunting 
witches, all right. You can call them witches if you like. The ques- 
tion is, Will you give the FBI any information that you may have 
about members of the Communist conspiracy / 

Mr. McGee. I think I have answered that, sir. 

The Crarrman. The answer is “Yes” or “No”? What is the an- 
swer ¢ 

Mr. McGer. What is the exact question ? 

The Cuarrman, I will repeat it for you. Are you willing today to 
give the FBI any information which you might have about member- 
ship in the Communist Party on the part of any individuals, especially 
those working in Government ? 

Mr. McGer. Well, I haven’t been in contact with anybody in Gov- 
ernment for so long that I am quite certain that any information I 
have would not be of any value. 

The Cuarrman. Answer the question. 

Mr. McGee. I refuse to engage in witch hunting, sir. 

The Cuarmman. All right. Answer the question. 

Mr. McGer. What question ? 

The CratrmMan. The question that was just asked. 

Mr. McGee. Will I give information concerning Communist Party 
membership to the FBI? No, sir. 

The Cuatrman. You will not? 

Mr. McGer. No, sir. 

The CriAirman, I knew you were trying to create the impression in 
answer to Senator Jackson’s questions that you would, and I think 
Senator Jackson asked very good questions along that line. 
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Mr. McGee. Let me repeat what I said to Senator Jackson. 

The CHarrMAn. There is no question about it. As of today, is this 
correct, No. 1, you are a member of the Communist conspiracy; No. 2, 
you will not give any information about membership in that con- 
spiracy to any Government agency? Is that a fair recap of your posi- 
tion ? 

Mr. McGer. No, sir. 

The Cuamman. All right. Wherein have I stated your position 
incorrectly ? 

Mr. McGee. I have agreed to give any information which I may 
have regarding espionage and sabotage to anybody that desires it. 

Mr. Kennepy. You said that you would give information on espio- 
nage and sabotage to the FBI. 

Mr. McGer. Yes, sir. 

Mr. Krennepy. Will you give the information to the FBI of the 
names of the individuals who you know advocate the forceful over- 
throw of the Government ? 

(Witness consulted his counsel.) 

Mr. McGee. I have to refuse to answer that question. 

Mr. Kennepy. Do you believe that advocating the forceful over- 
throw of the Government of the United States can be espionage or 
sabotage ? 

Mr. McGee. I don’t know the exact meaning of those words. It 
might possibly be. 

Mr. Kennepy. You said that you were going to turn over to the 
FBI any information that they wanted to know on espionage and 
sabotage. 

(Witness consulted his counsel. ) 

The Cuatrman. Mr. Kennedy, I would be glad to order the witness 
to answer your question if you care to, because he has waived any fifth 
amendment privileges on that question. 

Mr. McGee. I don’t know that this is espionage or sabotage. I 
think those are legally defined terms. Legally defined terms of espio- 
nage, transmission of classified information to a sO power, or 
sabotage, certainly I am willing to give these thing 

The Cuarrman. Mr. Kennedy has asked you a very simple ques- 
tion. He asked you whether or not you would be willing to give the 
FBI the names of any individuals who were known to you to advocate 
the overthrow of this Government by force and violence. You have 
refused to answer that question. You are now ordered to answer that 
question. 

Senator Jackson. For your information, too, my question was pretty 
broad previously. It not only involved sabotage and espionage, but 
I said also the national security of the country. So the question put 
to you and to which you responded in the affirmative embraced not 
only your willingness to give information on sabotage, espionage, but 
also, I think the record will dise lose, anything affecting the national 
security of the country. 

Mr. McGer. I don’t know everything that might possibly affect the 

national security of the country. 

Mr. Kennepy. Mr. McGee, you agreed that advocating the forceful 
overthrow of the Government affects the national security of the 
Government. 
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( Witness consulted his attorney. ) 

Mr. McGer. I am going to refuse to answer that question on thie 
erounds of the fifth amendment. 

Mr. Kennepy. Mr. McGee, you said that you did not know about 
any espionage that has been committed in this country; is that right? 

Mr. McGer. That is rioht. 

Mr. Kennepy. And you do not know anything about any sabotage? 

Mr. McGer. I don’t knowingly know it. I may have information, 
but I don’t know anything or recall anything. 

Mr. Kennepy. You will not tell the FBI any information you have 
about anyone advocating the forceful overthrow of the Government; 
is that right ? 

Mr. McGer. That is right. 

Mr. Kennepy. Then do you think it is going to a fruitful dis 
cussion between you and the FBI? 

Mr. McGer. I told you I had no idea—— 

Mr. Kennepy. Excuse me. 

Mr. McGer. I think I told the other Senator that I did not have 
knowingly any such information. I didn’t know what I would talk 
to them about. I think I indicated then I didn’t think it would be 
very fruitful. 

Mr. Kennepy. What if an FBI agent feels that he has some in- 
formation about somebody advocating the forceful overthrow of the 
Government and feels that is espionage; will you answer his questions 
about that individual ? 

Mr. McGee. I don’t think legally that is espionage. 

Mr. Kennepy. You are going to have the definition. You are going 
to make your own definition of it. 

Mr. McGer. I am taking advice from my lawyer on this. 

Mr. Kennepy. That is not the answer, Mr. McGee. You have to 
give your own answer and not the lawyer’s. 

Mr. McGer. When it comes to legal definitions, I have to defer to 
my lawyer. I don’t know the legal definitions. My lawyer probably 
does. 

The Cuatrman. I think it is very clear from what he says that 
he says he does not knowingly know about espionage and sabotage. 
What that means I do not know. He ean give the FBI information 
which he does not have. 

Mr. McGrer. You asked me for instance—— 

The CHatrMan. Let me finish my question. But you will not give 
the FBI or anyone else any information about anyone whom you know 
who advocates the overthrow of this Government by force and violence. 

Mr. McGrr. Can I make a statement with regard to that, sir? I 
think anybody that advocates the overthrow of the United States 
Government by force and violence belongs in a booby hatch. 

Senator Jackson. How should you do it? In a subtle subversive 
way § 

Mr. McGer. There are a few things about the Constitution of the 
United States which I have advocated need to be changed. For in- 
stance, I believe the President should be elected by direct popular 
vote. There is certainly provision in the Constitution for making 
these changes. 

Mr. Kennepy. I just have a couple of more questions. 
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Mr. McGer. It doesn’t have to be done | V b loody revolution. 

Senator Jackson. You have read the manifesto, have you, the 
Communist Manifesto ! 

(Witness consulted his counsel.) 

Mr. McGee. I am going to plead the fifth amendment on that, 

Senator Jackson. A lot of people may have read the Communis st 
Manifesto. Have you read any of Karl Marx’s teachings, Das 
Kapital 

Mr. McGer. I started to once. 

Senator Jackson. Did you finish it? 

Mr. McGee. No, sir. 

Senator Jackson. What discouraged you from finishing it? 

Mr. McGerr. Three very large and very difficult volumes of that 
work, sir. 

Senator Jackson. Have you read anything on dialectical mate- 
rialism ¢ 

Mr. McGee. I think I am going to refuse to answer that question, 
sir. 

Senator Jackson. You do not mind commenting on Das Kapital, 
but you would rather not say what you got out of dialectical 
materialism ¢ 

Mr. McGee. I don’t know. I think that is a kind of broad question. 

I don’t know exactly what you mean by dialectical materialism. 

Senator Jackson. You know what the teachings of the Communist 
Party are? 

Mr. McGer. Do I? 

Senator Jackson. I have asked the question. 

Mr. McGer. Do 1? 

Senator Jackson. Yes. 

Mr. McGee. I refuse to answer that question, sir. 

Senator JacksoN. Have you read any of Lenin’s teachings? 

Mr. McGee. Fifth amendment. 

The CuarrMan. You cannot invoke the fifth amendment on whether 
you read Lenin. You can invoke the fifth amendment whether you 
taught Marxism and Leninism. There is no crime to read Das Kapi- 
tal, Red Leninism, or anything else you want to read. The question 
is where or not you have taught the Marx-Lenin line. So you will 
be ordered to answer Senator Jackson’s question. 

(Witness consulted his counsel.) 

Mr. McGer. Well, sir, I heard you have some very 

The CHarrMan. Just a minute. I think counsel makes a point. 
In view of the fact that you refuse to answer the question if you read 
these works in connection with a Communist training course, you 
would be entitled to refuse to answer. 

Mr. McGer. My grounds for refusing to answer are slightly dif- 
ferent, sir. With your permission I would like to state them. 

The CHarrMAN. You may state them. 

Mr. McGer. My lawyer informs me you have some peculiar ideas 
of what constitutes a waiver of privilege. I do not wish to waive my 
privileges to use the fifth amendment, and therefore I am going to have 
to refuse to answer this question. 

The CHarrman. If Senator Jackson wants the question answered, 
I will order it answered. The reading of those works does not in- 
criminate you. 
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I may say I have read them myself very carefully. 

Mr. McGee. E very time I ti ake the fifth amendment, you conclude 
that the answer is yes, anyhow, so I don’t know 

Senator Jackson. Independent of any teaching, have you read any 
of the books or works that I referred to previously? I think you can 
answer that. 

Mr. McGer. I have read a very large number of books in my life- 
time, and some of them may have been books which Senator McCarthy 
would call Communist. 

Senator Jackson. Have you read Lenin’s works? 

Mr. McGee. I may have read something that he has written at 
some time or other. 

Senator Jackson. You know in his teachings he advocates the force- 
ful overthrow of the government as the main overall objective of the 
Communist Party throughout the world; is that not right? Referring 
now to what he says in his works. I am not asking you as yet for 
your opinion. I am asking you to state whether or not that is in 
his works, his teachings. 

Mr. McGee. I don’t consider myself to be an expert on the subject. 

Senator Jackson. I did not ask youthat. You have read his works. 
Is it not a fact that in his teachings he advocated as the ultimate ob- 
jective of the Communist Party the forceful overthrow of the govern- 
ment or the governments of the world? Iam not asking your opinion. 
I am asking you if you have read them and I gather that you have. 

Mr. McGer. I don’t know. My experience with this stuff is that 
different people reading the same ‘thin, 12 come to different conclusions. 
For example, I would like Poe 





Senator Jackson. Wait a minute. The language in his works 
I think is not what you a equivocal or ambiguous. I think it is 


pretty direct. 

Mr. McGee. Which language is that sir, Russian, German, French, 
what? 

Senator Jackson. You know that Lenin’s teachings are in the 
English language as many others; is that not right? 

Mr. McGee. Which work are are you referring to, sir? 

Senator Jackson. I am talking about all of his works. Have you 
read State and Revolution? 

Mr. McGee. I refuse to answer that, sir. 

Senator JAckson. Is it not a matter of fact that you did teach 
State and Revolution at one time? 

Mr. McGer. I still refuse to answer. 

Senator Jackson. You can answer these questions whether you in 
fact have read it. I think you must have been on notice that the Com- 
munist Party historically and right on down to date, despite the many 
variations in temporary policy, their overall objective has been a 
continuous one, the ultimate and violent overthrow of governments 
everywhere; is that not right? 

Mr. McGer. Sir, could I give you some information which you 
possibly don’t have? 

Senator Jackson. There is a lot of information I do not have. 

Mr. McGee. Concerning this very subject. 

Senator Jackson. I think you can just answer the question. We 
will go on forever if you are going to review one of your lectures. 
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Mr. McGee. I will tell you there are people who have read these 

same works and come to violent disagreement with each other. 

Senator Jackson. Are you a philosophical Communist, if there is 
such ? 

Mr. McGeer. I don’t know what a philosophical Communist is, but 
I am still going to refuse to answer that, sir. 

Senator Jackson. You are not a violent Communist; is that it? 

Mr. McGee. If you mean do I advocate the violent overthrow of 
the United States Government, the answer to that is “No; 1 don’t.” 

Senator Jackson. Have you ever? 

Mr. McGee. No, sir. 

The CuHarrMan. Have you ever taught the necessity of the violent 
overthrow of the United States Government? 

(Witness consulted his counsel.) 

Mr. McGez. No, sir; I haven’t. I don’t think I have ever been that 
crazy. 

The Cuarrman, Did you ever use Lenin’s writings, State and Revo- 
lution, as a textbook in any class you ever taught? 

Mr. McGee. I refuse to answer that on the ground of the fifth 
amendment. 

The CuHarrMan. You will be ordered to answer that. 

Mr. McGee. [I still refuse. 

The CHarrMAN. Just so you cannot claim ignorance of what tran- 
spired, you have stated that you never taught the violent overthrow 
of the United States Government. The question now is whether or 
not you ever used this work of Lenin which does so advocate, Staie 
and Revolution, in teaching classes. You have no fifth amendment 
as far as this question is concerned. You have waived it with the 
answer to the last question. 

Mr. McGer. I told you you had some peculiar ideas about waiver 
and here you are again. 

The CuatrMan. Do you still refuse to answer ? 

Mr. McGee. Yes, sir. 

Mr. Conn. I just wanted to ask you one thing, Mr. McGee. In 
some of these ideas you were suggesting before for the revision of the 
United States Constitution, would you believe in retaining the fifth 
amendment under the revised Constitution ? 

Mr. McGee. I believe in retaining the whole Bill of Rights. 

Mr. Coun. Including the fifth amendment. 

Mr. McGer. Including the fifth amendment. 

The CHarrman, You are ordered to answer one question asked by 
Mr. Kennedy previously, and I believe there was an interruption at 
— time. You had stated that you would give to the FBI any infor- 

1ation which you had concerning the national security. Mr. Kennedy 
een asked you the question whether or not you would give the FBI 
any infor mation which you might have with regard to individuals who 
advocated the overthrow of this Government by force and violence. 
You refused to answer that. You were ordered to answer it. To have 
the record clear do you still persist in that refusal? 

Mr. McGer. After due consideration of this, no, I won’t give that 
answer. 

The Cuarman. You refuse? 

Mr. McGer. No, Iam answering the question. The answer is “No. 


” 
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The Cramman. That you will not give that information to the 
FBI. 

Mr. McGer. Yes, sir. 

Che Cuatrman. Do you consider that a threat to the national secu- 
rity? In other words, do you consider that individuals who advocate 
the overthrow of this Government by a bloody revolution would be a 
threat to our national security ¢ 

Mr. McGee. Well, I don’t know whether I have my counsel’s ap- 
proval on this answer, but I would like to say that I consider all such 
people to be insane, and I don’t think that they constitute any threat 
to this Government at all. 

The CuairmMan. You advocate bringing communism to power by 
peaceful means? 

Mr. McGer. I refuse to answer that on the grounds of the fifth 
amendment. 

The Cuairman. Do you advocate bringing communism to power by 
means of a bloody revolution ? 

Mr. McGer. No, sir. I do not advocate the overthrow of this Gov- 
ernment by force or violence. 

The CuatrMan. Do you advocate its overthrow by peaceful means 4 

Mr. McGer. I don’t know what overthrow constitutes, sir. Maybe 
it would be the election of a Democrat to the Presidency. That I do 
advocate. 

The Cuarrman. Do you have any brothers or sisters who work in 
the Government or in any defense plants? 

Mr. McGee. I have no brothers or sisters. 

The CuarrMan. Are you married ¢ 

Mr. McGer. Yes, sir. 

The CuatrmMan. Does your wife have any brothers or sisters who 
work in either the Government or any defense plants ? 

Mr. McGer. Well, she has a brother who is in Detroit. I don’t 
know what he does, sir. I believe that he is a heating engineer. 

The Cuarrman. You do not know whether he works on defense 
work or not? 

Mr. McGee. I don’t know. 

The CHarrman. What is his name? 

Mr. McGer. Garni Moretti. 

The Cuarrman. Is he a Communist, if you know ? 

Mr. McGee. I haven't the slightest idea. I never discussed politics 
with him. 

The Cuamrman. Is your wife a member of the Communist Party ? 

(Witness consulted his counsel.) 

The CuarrmMan. You need not give us any information which you 
learned from her— 

Mr. McGer. I refuse to give any information about my wife—— 

The CHARMAN. Please let me finish. You need not give us any 
information which you learned from her while no one else was present. 
You are entitled to refuse on the ground of the marital privilege. So 
when I ask you this question and ask you if you know whether or 
not she is a Communist, the information must have been coming to 
you while others were present. 

Mr. McGer. I am going to refuse to answer that on the ground 
of the fifth amendment. 
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The Cuairman. All right, you may step down. 

Mr. McGee. Are you through with me, sir? 

The Cuamman. We are through with your testimony; let us put 
it that way. 

Mr. Gragis, will you resume the stand ? 


TESTIMONY OF PETER A. GRAGIS—Resumed 
Mr. Graais. Yes, sir. 


Senator is ACKSON, Did you engage in any espionage or sabotage 
while working on any classified work / 

Mr. Gracis. Senator Jackson, I did not ever take any classified 
documents, I didn’t take any type of documents whether they were 
classified, marked as such or were not. I never took any of those 
documents out. I had no remembrance—and if I had a remembrance 
I would admit it now—I have no remembrance of anyone whether it 
was Hyman, McGee, or anyone else in the cell to which I belonged—— 

Senator Jackson. Just to the best of your knowledge. 

Mr. Graais. That is right. Furthermore, I would like to say J 
didn’t even see cameras around so that I can say somebody was 
doing it. 

Senator Jackson. You do not always have to have cameras. 

Mr. Graais. If I had seen a camera around I might have suspected 
somebody might have been taking pictures. 

Senator Jackson. Let me ask you this simple question. Did you 
at any time turn over classified material—do you know what I mean 
by classified material ? 

Mr. Graais. Yes, sir. 

Senator Jackson. Did you ever turn over classified material to any 
unauthorized person ? 

Mr. Graais. Well, I have no recollection of it. The way I worked, 
I worked on my drawings and submitted them to my supervisor, and 
he would take them back. That is the way it went. I didn’t take 
drawings and give them to anybody else, and I presume he was 
authorized. 

Senator Jackson. You thought he was authorized ? 

Mr. Gracis. Yes. 

Senator Jackson. Did you give any classified material to anyone 
outside of the plant that you were working with ? 

Mr. Graats. No, sir, that I never did. 

Senator Jackson. You were employed up until 1950? 

Mr. Graats. That is right, sir. 

Senator Jackson. And you were dismissed for what reason ? 

Mr. Graais. My remembrance of that is quite clear, and I also re 
member it was a bit different from the dismissal of Mr. McGee. My 
severance came about this way. There were two gentlemen that came 
in from the Air Materiel Command at Wright Field, I believe, and 
they delivered these papers to me, and they said it was of what they 
were supposed to do, to see that I got it. They didn’t withhold any 
reasons. They came out and stated pointedly that I had been acknowl- 
edged as a Communist, and therefore I was to be denied access to any 
classified material. 

The CHarrMan. May I interrupt, Senator Jackson. We will have 
this witness back Wednesday at 10:30 inthe morning. The other five 
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witnesses who were called for today will return Wednesday morning 
at 10:30 at which time the public phase of the hearing will be con- 
tinued. 

Senator Jackson. Mr, Chairman, I have just two more questions I 
want toask. He stepped down before. 

The Cuarman. He will be back again, because he will identify four 
other Communists who are here, including a defense worker. If there 
are two questions, go ahead and ask them. 

Senator Jackson. This is cross-examination on the questions he 
brought out. I just want to ask him whether or not Mr. Hyman or 
Mr. McGee to your knowledge ever engaged in espionage, sabotage or 
anything inimical to national security ? 

Mr. Graats. To my knowledge, no, Senator Jackson. 

Senator Jackson. You have no knowledge? 

Mr. Graais. No, I don’t say it couldn’t have been possible. It is 
possible but to my knowledge, no. 

Senator Jackson. Did you ever hear of it in the plant? 

Mr. Graais. No. 

Senator Jackson. Or at Communist meetings? 

Mr. Graats. No. 

Senator Jackson. Was espionage, sabotage or the procurement of 
material from the establishments that you worked in discussed ? 

Mr. Graats. No. 

Senator Jackson. To give it to any unauthorized person ? 

Mr. Graais. No. You must understand our meetings did not come 
once a week. They would come once in 3 months or so, but during all 
that period of time,no. When I was there nobody ever asked me and I 
never heard any talk on it. 

The Cratrman. In other words, you yourself were not part of an 
espionage ring ? 

Mr. Graats. That is right. 

The Cuarrman. You were a member of the Communist Party ? 

Mr. Graats. That is right. 

The CrarrmMan. But you were never assigned to any espionage or 
sabotage ? 

Mr. Graais. That is right. 

The Cuarrman. Could you shed any light on this? Harry Hyman 
who was working there at the time you were there has been named as 
an espionage agent. 

Mr. Graais. Yes. 

The CHatirman. Do you know anything about that? 

Mr. Graais. In fact, I have a complete report of that committee 
hearing right here. I have read it. All that is completely new to 
me, and it actually shocks me. 

The Cuatrman. So that you, yourself, personally, had nothing to 
do with any espionage operation in the plant? 

Mr. Gracis. No. I have read the case a couple of times and it was 
all new information to me and it shocked me. 

The Cuatrman. Let me ask you this. If aman were a member of 
the Communist Party 

Mr. Graats. Yes, sir. 

The Cuatrman. Under Communist discipline—— 

Mr. Graais. Yes, sir. 
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The CuHatrman. And if he were ordered to perform any act, such 
as espionage, sabotage and refused to perform that act, would he be 
expelled from the party ? 

Mr. Graats. I believe so. I might not have believed that 5 years 
or SO ago. But I believe tod: ay that he would de finitely if he received 
instructions from party organizers up at the top gladly submit what- 
ever information they wanted. 

The CHairman. I hate to impose on your time more, but I am 
afraid we will have to. There are 4 people in the audience, 4 wit- 
nesses who will have to be identified. I want them here, and you 
here, when they are identified. So will you return Wednesday at 
10:30 in the morning? 

Mr. Graais. Senator, I won’t have a job. I will be unemployed, 
so it is perfectly all right to ¢ ‘all me down. 

The CHarrMan. We will talk to your employer about that. 

Mr. Graais. Yes; but he doesn’t have any work. He has very 
little work even as it is. So you can’t do anything g on that score. I 
found there is some truth in this for the last 3 or 4 years. If you find 
him employment, I am sure he will give me a raise. 

The CHarrman. Your testimony is extremely important. The 
counsel will discuss it with you and we will make some arrangements 
whereby you can appear without endangering your job. Will you 
see Mr. Cohn. 

Mr. oe Thank you. 

(Thereupon, at 12:25 p. m., a recess was taken until Wednesday, 
March 10, 1954, at 10:30 a. m.) 
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